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Michael C. Jones 
2021 Recipient 

 
Michael Jones has dedicated himself to a long list of 
organizations for which he provides endless volunteer 
hours.  As a retired civil engineer, his expertise has 
been invaluable in our community as a volunteer, 
organizer, fundraiser, board member and executive 
member of several community boards. Having 
volunteered at the Sharing Place Food Centre as well 
as having assisted in many fundraising efforts on their 
behalf, including hosting and organizing fundraising 
efforts through his Christmas Open House, Michael 
has not only raised funds but has also raised the 
profile of the organizations to which he has selflessly 
given of his time and skills.  

Michael is the board President of the Hillcrest Lodge Seniors’ Apartments and 
has been active in seeking the provision of additional adequate affordable 
housing in Orillia. 

He has been the Vice President and the President of the Champlain Seniors 
Service Club and in those roles, he was involved in many fundraising efforts 
for the Alzheimer's Society, Prostate Cancer, the Youth Centre, the Orillia 
Fall Fair, and Kiwanis Auction, to name a few.  

Michael is a member of Sustainable Orillia, where he holds the position of 
Vice Chair of the Housing Sector and is a member of the Energy Sector. He 
has been a member and supporter of the Couchiching Conservancy and 
acted as Steward for the Wilson Wetlands. As a volunteer for the Scottish 
Festival, Michael has organized Robbie Burns Dinners to raise funds for the 
annual event. Michael was also the founder, and is currently a convenor of 
the Orillia Chapter of the International Order of the Companions of the 
Quaich; a single malt Scotch Whisky tasting society. His dedication to a 
variety of causes over the last twenty years have made Orillia a better place. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Erin Price 
2021 Recipient  

 
Erin Price is a retired teacher and has been a 
volunteer in the Orillia area for over 35 years. Her 
volunteering contributions have touched many 
different organizations throughout our area, that in 
turn benefit many different facets of our 
community. The SPCA Orillia Animal Centre has 
been a focus of Erin’s for more than 20 years. Her 
efforts alone have resulted in state-of-the-art new 
signage, forged new and exciting community 
partnerships that generated residual funding 
through local businesses, and she organized 
several other yearly fundraising events.  
 
 

In addition to the SPCA, the Canadian Cancer Society has also benefitted 
from Erin’s time and efforts over the last 30 years. Every year Erin can be 
found canvassing on their behalf, helping out on tag days and with daffodil 
sales. Erin also volunteered with Orillia Hospice for a number of years.  
 
Other organizations that have benefitted from Erin’s generous efforts include 
the Green Haven Shelter for Women second hand store, ‘Green Again’, the 
Lighthouse Shelter, The Elizabeth Fry Society, The Brechin 
Legion, The Joyland Beach Community Centre’s Restoration, St. James’ 
Church ‘Pennywise Store’, Orillia’s Leacock Museum, Uplifting Blessings, and 
the OPP Children’s Safety Village.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Betsy Gross 
2020 Recipient

For 50 years, Betsy Gross has been an 
unwavering volunteer for organizations that serve 
Orillia and the surrounding townships. As well as 
the countless hours she has spent volunteering, 
she has enriched the community with her 
mentoring skills. 

Her contributions to the community include not-
for-profits and business organizations.  She has 
not only raised funds, but has also raised the 
profiles of those to which she has selflessly given 
her time and skills.  

In 1987, Betsy was founder of the Orillia Business Women’s Association 
(OBWA). The OBWA, still a vibrant organization, has supported hundreds of 
business women and given them the opportunity to expose their businesses 
to a broader audience and to network with like-minded women. Annually, the 
OBWA publicly recognizes and awards outstanding business women and 
high-achieving young females. 

Betsy’s volunteering has supported, among others, Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial 
Hospital, Orillia Big Sisters Organization (founder), Orillia Children’s Safety 
Village, Orillia District Chamber of Commerce (director), Orillia Kinette Club, 
Hospice Orillia, Green Haven Shelter for Women and Couchiching Jubilee 
House. In addition, she has coached baseball, hockey and lacrosse teams.  

As organizer and chair of the successful annual Bill Swinimer Business 
Leader of the Year Awards, Betsy is a committed volunteer.  She has taken 
on the planning and execution of the event without a committee and ensures 
that ticket sales goals are met for the gala. 

For her contributions to the community, Betsy has been the recipient of many 
awards including the Orillia District Chamber of Commerce President’s 
Award, City of Orillia volunteer certificate, OBWA Woman of Distinction 
Award, and the Queen’s 125th Anniversary of the Confederation of Canada 
medal.  



Marcel Rousseau 
2020 Recipient

Marcel Rousseau has long held a deep 
passion for the history of Orillia. In fact, that feeling 
is so deep he has willingly volunteered his time for 
many years.  He has shared his knowledge with the 
general public through venues such as the Orillia 
Museum of Art and History (OMAH), the Orillia 
Public Library, and media throughout the region. 
Each of these organizations relies on and shares 
Marcel’s research which ensures Orillia’s history 
will not be forgotten.  

For more than 25 years, Marcel has reached out to 
residents and community members for their input, 

photography, artifacts and stories.  He then further researches in order to 
ensure the accuracy of the information he receives. 

The history that Marcel documents and preserves must be celebrated as much 
for its interest to Orillia citizens, as its accuracy historically. For that reason, 
even though Marcel’s work is done on a volunteer basis, he is doggedly 
determined to ensure what he passes on is not simply folklore. He is known to 
spend hundreds and thousands of hours interviewing, researching and writing.  

Marcel is a volunteer at the Orillia Public Library, and often can be found 
working on one of his historical projects, pouring over old files and documents.  

Marcel has given his time as an antique expert for the library fundraiser, 
Antiques and Heirlooms. He shared his expertise with visitors who brought in 
items to be historically authenticated. He was also instrumental in organizing the 
library’s award-winning Remembrance Day event. 

Today, even as Marcel continues with the daunting task of collecting and 
documenting as much Orillia history as possible, including attending 
garage/estate sales and searching online sites to look for historical documents, 
he shares the history with anyone who asks. Over the past two years, Marcel 
has posted and shared close to 200 albums of historical Orillia photos and 
stories on his Facebook page “Orillia Past and Present”. He also currently 
contributes a weekly article ‘Postcard Memories’ to the local digital newspaper, 
Orillia Matters. 



 
Carter Metcalf 

   2020 Recipient  
 

An honour roll student and a role model to 
children and youth, Ramara Township resident, 
Carter Metcalf started volunteering as a young boy. 
He has officially clocked over 900 hours of volunteer 
time in the past 10 years but, in reality, he has spent 
countless more hours in a variety of roles. 
 
The local Lions Clubs have been beneficiaries of 
Carter’s volunteer work. Among other things, he has 
assisted with many events including helping to 
organize dinners, fundraisers and Canada Day 
celebrations.  
 

Many other organizations have also benefited from Carter’s volunteer work. He 
has been involved with the Orillia Santa Claus parade, Rogers Hometown 
Hockey, Orillia Winter Games, and as an organizer for provincial park clean ups. 
He worked tirelessly helping to raise money for the Patrick Fogarty Secondary 
School Band and their journey to Carnegie Hall.  He also worked on a Casino 
Rama program to repurpose and redirect items from their non-food warehouse 
away from landfill and to worthy charities throughout the region. 
 
Carter found an organization called Threads of Love, and with the help of his 
grandparents, had hundreds of meters of fabric donated to the organization.  In 
return, Threads of Love donated nine suitcases of clothing and school supplies 
to children in Ecuador, which he personally delivered during a mission trip in 
2018.  
 
Outside of his immediate community, Carter’s volunteer work has included 
taking on the responsibility as the junior director of the summer recreation 
program for the Township of Magnetawan. He helped to design activities and 
outings that engaged the local and summer youth in the area. He began some 
of this work even before starting high school and worked his way up to a lead 
instructor. During his time there, 130 children enrolled in the swim program, the 
highest number ever.  
 
His passion for animals led Carter to nature conservation and preservation. He 
has achieved the volunteer position of steward of the Cornelia Levering 
Broadmeadows Trail and Nature Area, responsible to the board for trail 
maintenance, promotion, reporting on usage, trail health, wildlife reporting and 
fundraising initiatives.  



 

Cassidy Byers 
2018 Recipient 
 

Cassidy Byers was still shy of her 7th 
birthday when she began her volunteer 
career selling daffodils for the Canadian 
Cancer Society. She followed that with 
several walks for the Relay for Life and 
prior to commencing grade 9 had already 
completed the Ontario Secondary School 
requirements for community involvement. 

        
Cassidy has been involved in student 
government as a student council rep at 
both Warminster Public school and Patrick 
Fogerty High School. She also sits on the 
Music Council at her high school and 

participates in the hosting program for the Rotary International Youth 
Exchange program. 

 
She has volunteered at the Orillia Figure Skating club; written book reviews 
for the Orillia Public Library and is a student volunteer at Orillia Soldiers’ 
Memorial Hospital. In addition, Cassidy has donated her time to 
volunteering for the Orillia Canada Day Celebration and has entertained 
seniors with her piano playing at Trillium Nursing Home. 

 
In 2018, Cassidy canvassed for Progressive Conservative MPP Jill Dunlop 
during the Provincial Election; knocking on doors and making phone calls 
to prospective voters. She also actively participates in packing shoe boxes 
for Operation Christmas Child which donates much needed items to 
children in need around the world. 



Alice Stamper 
2018 Recipient 

Alice Stamper, a long time Orillia area 
resident, has a keen sense of community 
and has thrived on being a long-time 
volunteer for many organizations in the 
area. 

Alice has volunteered for 40+ years with the 
Canadian Cancer Society, the Ladies 
Auxiliary of St. Luke’s Church and the Girl 
Guides of Canada where she always put 
the girls first; ensuring that they 
experienced everything the program had to 
offer. 

She also spent more than 40 years volunteering at the Orillia and District 
Agricultural Society (ODAS Park); working with youth and patrons at the 
Roller Skating Place and playing a key part coordinating food concessions 
and volunteers at the Orillia Fall Fair. She had a conscientious, no nonsense 
attitude - delivered with complete fairness - and many young and older 
patrons knew and respected Alice as she watched over them as they 
enjoyed many fun filled hours roller skating. 

For over 20 years, Alice has continued to serve as a valued volunteer at 
Orillia Soldiers Memorial Hospital; often coming in on short notice when 
other volunteers couldn’t make it. She devotes endless hours visiting with 
and cheering up hospital patients. 

She also donates her valuable time to helping out at the Orillia Santa 
Clause Parade, the 99th Lynx Squadron of the Orillia Legion, Branch 34, 
the Orillia Scottish Festival, the Orillia Canada Day Celebration and the 
Salvation Army. 



 

The Couchiching Conservancy 
2018 Recipient 

 
In 2018 the Couchiching 

Conservancy celebrates its 
25th anniversary. Since its 
inception in 1993, the 
Conservancy has helped 
protect over 13,000 acres of 
ecologically significant lands 
in the vicinity of Lake 
Couchiching; some with 

globally recognized rare ecosystems and species at risk, and some that 
provide necessary natural habitat for wildlife, flora and fauna. This land will 
be preserved in perpetuity for generations to come. 

 
The Couchiching Conservancy is a Non-Governmental Organization, 
supported by its members, volunteers and donors who enjoy the benefits of 
a monthly newsletter, a lively and informative Annual General Meeting and 
information and training sessions related to the work of the conservancy. 
Under the guidance of a small but dedicated staff, volunteers are able to 
provide support in areas including property stewardship, property and water 
quality monitoring and amphibian, reptile and invasive species monitoring. 
There is a place for everyone to use their particular talents. 

 
Over the years the conservancy has hosted many school groups, 
introducing hundreds of children to the exciting opportunity to learn about 
and look after our natural spaces and species. 

 
It is an organization that thrives on a culture of cooperation, respect and 
collaboration and has made an enormous contribution to the preservation 
of our local, natural spaces. 



 

Brian Hare 
2017 Recipient 

 
Despite working in Alliston, Brian 

Hare spends much of his free time 
volunteering in his community. Since his 
days at Park Street Collegiate Institute 
(PSCI) working behind-the-scenes for 
the annual musicals to more recently 
assisting with the PSCI 50 Year Reunion 
Event, Brian is there helping wherever 
he can. He has been an exceptionally 
reliable volunteer, with energy and an 
aptitude for teamwork and leadership. 
He has endeared himself to every 

Committee he has been a part of, particularly the Canada Day Committee. 
 
Due to his outstanding leadership qualities, Brian was asked to become the 
Operations Manager for the Canada Day Festival in 2011. This role had 
him working around the clock, particularly on the July 1 weekend, assisting 
with such tasks as raising tents and fences, assembling chairs and tables, 
directing traffic and cake-cutting. His tireless work with the event has led to 
the Canada Day Committee selecting him as Volunteer of the Year in 2012, 
2014, and 2015. 

 
Ken Mclaughlin, Chairman of Canada Day Inc. remarked about Brian: 
“Orillia has some great volunteers and community-minded people… but he 
is the head of the class when it comes to serving his community.” 



 

Mnjikaning Fish Fence Circle 
2017 Recipient 

 
The Mnjikaning Fish 

Fence Circle (MFFC)
formed in 1993 and
incorporated in 1996. The 
purpose of the Circle is to 
honour the spirit of the 
sacred area known as the 
place of the fish fence 

(Mnjikaning). The objectives of the MFFC are to participate in the 
preservation and protection of the Mnjikaning Fish Weirs National Historic 
Site at the Narrows between Lakes Couchiching and Simcoe, to encourage 
and foster an understanding and awareness of the site and of its 
importance to the native cultures that existed here for thousands of years, 
and to build on this understanding to bridge divides, creating a closer 
harmony among all cultures. 

 
This group, based on the First Nations idea of no one member being above 
another, but all being equal, meet in a circle. They are a group who 
continue to get things done quietly and efficiently, never letting politics or 
limited resources slow them down. Its members are drawn from all walks of 
life geographically representing Orillia, Rama, Ramara, and Oro-Medonte. 

 
In addition to providing public education, the MFCC works tirelessly to 
ensure that development, changing water levels, historical inaccuracies 
and lack of public knowledge do not compromise the work which has been 
done to preserve and maintain this national treasure. 

 
 



 

Jim Campbell 
2016 Recipient 

 
Jim’s list of contributions to the Orillia 

community is vast and includes volunteer activities 
with the Orillia Scottish Festival and Scottish 
Country Dance Group, Orillia Minor Soccer, Orillia 
Minor Hockey Association, Branch 34 of The Royal 
Canadian Legion, Robbie Burns Night, The 
Salvation Army, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
and Mariposa Folk Festival to name just a few. He 
has also pitched in as Santa Claus on numerous 
occasions, hence the thick grey beard. 
 

Jim and his wife Heather moved to Orillia in 1975. As a teacher for the 
Simcoe County District School Board, Jim taught in several schools in the 
Orillia area enriching the lives of generations of students. At the same time 
Jim became involved in numerous capacities for the betterment of our 
community. 

 
Jim became a Canadian citizen in 1987, using the occasion as an 
opportunity to educate his students on citizenship by taking his oath with 
the students in the Harriet Todd School gymnasium. 

 
The breadth of Jim’s involvement is remarkable. In soccer (his true love), 
Jim has been a player, referee, coach, mentor and board member. With 
respect to the Legion, he has been involved in many capacities including 
executive. His Address to the Haggis on Robbie Burns Night has become 
legendary across our region. Jim has been associated with the Scottish 
festival since inception 37 years ago and still continues to this day. 

 
Jim tirelessly demonstrates a good heart and a genuine desire to give back 
to the community he calls home. 



Ken Forbes 
2016 Recipient 

Ken has been a volunteer with Scouts Canada for 
over 20 years, serving at the Local, Provincial and 
National level. He was a founding member and past 
President of the Orillia Business Association. He is 
currently chair of the Lumber and Building Material 
Association of Ontario. Ken’s active support of 
community events and fundraising efforts has made 
a substantial contribution to the success and 
sustainability of several organizations and worthy 

causes. He is very active in supporting the Lighthouse Soup Kitchen & 
Shelter. Another endeavour was helping with the “House for the Hospital” a 
Home Built in 2 days, from scratch, which was sold with the funds going to 
the Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital Building Campaign. 

During his time with Scouts Canada, he initiated and chaired the 100th 
Anniversary of Scouting Camp Committee for Central Ontario with over 
3,500 youth coming together for a weekend of camping and celebration at 
Burl’s Creek. His devotion and hours to the scouting cause was widely 
recognized and appreciated including receiving the Silver Acorn, one of 
Scouts Canada’s highest volunteer awards. 

Ken has been involved with the Orillia and Lake Country Business Expo, 
since its inception and is the current Organizing Committee Chair. It has 
now hugely successful community event, put together with the co-operation 
of the City of Orillia Economic Development Office and a number of the 
local Chambers of Commerce. It takes place during Small Business Week 
and has grown to include over 100 local businesses. Truly a remarkable 
community history of volunteerism. 



Roy Menagh 
2016 Recipient 

In 1990, Roy moved to Orillia with his wife Nancy 
and daughters Leslie and Jessica. He brought with 
him his musical talents, organizational abilities and 
unbridled enthusiasm that have been an inspiration 
to the arts community in Orillia. 

He became the second musical director of the Orillia 
Wind Ensemble in 1995, and started the Orillia 
Vocal Ensemble in 2010. These groups have been 
the mainstay of many special events such as the 

‘Joint Effort’, raising funds for Soldiers Memorial Hospital and the response 
to the Haitian and Tsunami relief efforts. Recently he was the artistic 
director of ‘Orillia Performs’ to raise funds for the Syrian refugees. 

To stimulate and challenge his musicians, he organized a Community Band 
Weekend with 28 bands participating. Roy has organized choral workshops 
at Lakehead University and has been the music director of Mariposa Arts 
Theatre musicals. 

He established the Performing Arts Forum in 2006 to coordinate and 
facilitate arts activities and to share in the local business sponsorships. He 
was a founding member and co-chair of the Orillia Cultural Round Table 
which strategizes and supports collaboration amongst community, business 
and municipal interests. 

Many thousands of dollars have been donated to charity and community 
fund raising causes as a result of Roy's commitment and dedication. These 
are some examples that demonstrate Roy's commitment to mobilizing the 
Arts community for the greater good. 



Douglas Downey 
2015 Recipient 

Doug and his wife moved to Orillia in 1997 and since that time he has 

embraced the spirit of volunteerism fully, enriching Orillia in a number of 

ways. 

Doug’s past community involvement includes: 

• A six year term as City Councillor.
• Three years on the Board of Ontario Small Urban Municipalities.
• Past-President of the Orillia District Chamber of Commerce.
• Past-President of the Kiwanis Club, where he still remains active.
• Chair of the Panel on the Future of the Trent-Severn Waterway.

In 2012, Doug received the Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal for volunteer 

work in his community and the province. 

He serves on th

I., 
e Board for the Orillia Area Community Development 

Corporation, is Chair of the C
• 

ommunity Opportunities Committee, Chair of 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters, and is an active fundraiser for various causes. 

Doug also has enriched our community by teaching various programs at 

Laurentian University at Georgian College. Doug currently hosts 'Politically 

Speaking Orillia' on Rogers TV. 

Whenever there is a fundraising event to help the community, Doug can 

usually be found there, often taking his two kids with him to show them the 

way. The broad brush approach to community involvement is a testament 

to his commitment. In all cases, Doug remains an inspiration to those 

individuals and organizations that have received his support. 



The Orillia Fish and Game Conservation Club 
2015 Recipients 

For almost seven decades, the Orillia Fish and Game Conservation Club 

have been dedicated to the "wise use of our natural resources". Focusing 

on the education of the population, and especially youth, the Conservation 

Club has been very active partner in the community. 

The Club's activities include: The Leatherdale Bursary for post-secondary 

conservation study, kids’ fishing programs, weekend camps, stream 

rehabilitation, deer feeding, hunter safety, as well as the reintroduction of 

wild turkeys, Hungarian partridges and rainbow trout. The Club's sixty acre 

Langman Sanctuar

I., 
y is a freshwater protected wetland that hosts a variety 

of waterfowl, including Trumpeter swans, and other birds. Within this 

sanctuary are a number of w

• 
alking trails which are open to the public. The

Club also maintains an eighty acre coniferous and deciduous forest that

focuses on proper harvesting and reforestation of this vital resource. These 

properties provide a natural environment for use by various community 

groups. 

The Orillia Conservation Club has been a vigilant overseer of our 

environment wherever and whenever it is required. This Club reflects all the 

qualities of a volunteer group that continues to bring unlimited value to our 

community. 



Christopher Bellchambers 
2013 Recipient 

Whether volunteering at the Farmers’ Market, the Canada Day Parade, the 

Santa Claus Parade, band performances for Special Needs, the Lighthouse 

Mission, the annual Easter Egg Hunt, or working backstage at the Opera 

House, Chris is a tireless and enthusiastic supporter of the community. 

Chris is a dedicated and completely involved volunteer who loves his 

hometown and eagerly demonstrates his commitment to it. His amiable 

personality, constant smile and willingness to chat personifies his ability to 

give back while having fun and enjoying life. 

Chris epitomizes what community volunteerism is about. It is not just 

financial commitments or c

effective voluntee
I., 
r. He is a

generously give their time an• 
ommittee memberships that characterize an 

 fine representative of those citizens who 

d ability to the community. 

Chris is a wonderful role model for community volunteerism. 



Mike Davenport 
2013 Recipient 

Mike has lived in Orillia since 1986 and has taken on the role of volunteer, 

fundraiser, and donor for many non-profit, charitable organizations and 

community groups. One of his many activities was with the Chamber of 

Commerce. He became its president in 2006 and initiated and implemented 

the Chambers “Shop Locally” program, which is still in place. 

Mike has been a tireless fundraiser for the Big Brothers Big Sisters agency, 

greatly supporting its many programs for the children and mentors. He is 

also a supporter of the Soldiers Memorial Hospital Foundation and in 2012 

helped raise over $40,000 for the Paediatric Department through a 5 day, 

2200 kilometre race in Targa, Newfoundland. Mike’s annual “Rally for Kids” 

challenge has raised over $300,000 to help local children in need. He 

participated as a member of the Orillia YMCA Capital campaign which 

raised over $2 million for YMCA’s expansion and renovations. Mike has 

also involved his dealership, Davenport Subaru and Davenport Kia, in 

raising funds for all manner of charities in Orillia since starting the business 

in 1995. 

Mike continues to be a great role model and outstanding member of our 

community. On behalf of all of us, “Thank you.” 



Betty Nosworthy 
2013 Recipient 

For over 20 years, Betty has volunteered at Trillium Manor as an organist 

for memorial and chapel services. Her passion for sacred music means as 

much to her as it does to the residents, and just thinking about the joy they 

share brings a smile to her face. 

Betty has a special memory of when Gordon Lightfoot was visiting the 

home and complimented her on her rendition of “Danny Boy”. Betty is 91 

years young, indeed older than a good many residents, but will continue as 

long as she is able. 

The staff at Trillium Manor applaud her patience, understanding and 

compassion and the residents look forward to her visits each week. Her 

talent and the time she gives make a valuable difference in the lives of the 

residents and the community. 



William ‘Bill’ Adams 
2011 Recipient 

Since moving to Orillia over 30 years ago Bill, has been very busy 

displaying his volunteer skills and willingness to help the community. He 

has spent over 27 years volunteering with the Rotary Club, 10 years with 

the Community Development Committee, and 7 years with the Community 

Advisory Committee at Georgian College, just to name a few. 

For 11 years, Bill has served as a board member (including 1 year as 

President) for Crime Stoppers and has represented Orillia. Bill has also 

participated in many ways to the Orillia Presbyterian Church for over 30 

years. His fundraising skills were well used when he co-chaired a major 

fundraising campaign for church restoration. 

His volunteer time has also been spent with organizations such as the 

Orillia and District Chamber of Commerce, and the Simcoe, Muskoka, 

Parry Sound half-way house (located in Orillia) offering programs for 

persons recovering from substance abuse. 

Bill’s fundraising efforts for the Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital, Green 

Haven Shelter and the Y.M.C.A. show his commitment to a wide variety of 

important projects and causes in Orillia. 



Douglas Christie 
2011 Recipient 

Doug and his wife Barb have lived in Orillia since 1973. They have 3 

children and 4 grandchildren. He is a partner in the law firm of Russell, 

Christie, LLP. 

Doug was the President and former member of the Board of Directors of 

Big Brothers. He has also had two ‘little’ brothers and was involved in the 

Mentoring Program in the elementary schools. He is an elder in the Orillia 

Presbyterian Church and has been active on numerous committees. He 

volunteers with Couchiching Jubilee House, which is a transition house for 

vulnerable women

I., 
 in the community, as well as the Couchiching 

Conservancy. For many years Doug was involved in coaching minor 

hockey and soccer. 

Doug has been an active me
• 
mber of the Orillia YMCA since the 1970’s and 

served on the Board of Directors for 13 years. He has chaired annual 

campaigns for the Y in the past, and currently is the Chair of the Capital 

Campaign which exceeded its goal of 2 million dollars for a 4 million dollar 

expansion/renovation of the Skid Watson YMCA on Peter Street North in 

Orillia. 

Doug and his wife Barb are also actively involved in development and 

education projects in Nicaragua and in 2006 they volunteered for 3 months 

as English teachers in rural elementary schools for a non-governmental 

organization. 



John and Jan Latimer 
2011 Recipients 

John and Jan have been entertaining in nursing homes, retirement 
homes and day programs for seniors for more than 38 years. Prior to 
becoming volunteers they were paid entertainers working in many 
communities across the province. 

The Latimers perform two to three "gigs" a week in Orillia at the 
Leacock Nursing Home, Trillium Manor, Oak Terrace, Victoria House, 
Birchmere Retirement Residence, Champlain Manor and the VON 
"Day Away" Programme. They also entertain at the IOOF Nursing 
Home and Simcoe Terrace Retirement Home in Barrie. 

For many years they have shared their music with the visitors to the 
Canada Day Celebrations both in Orillia and Washago, the Downtown 
Orillia 50's & 60's Tribute and the Blue Rose Teas sponsored by 
Simcoe Community Services. 

In the 1970's, John and Jan had a TV show on Cable 10 and at one point in 
their career they wrote and recorded two songs for the Block 
Parent Programme. The songs were used by the organization across 
Canada and were also featured on our local radio stations. 

The residents and clients who are entertained weekly look forward to John 
and Jan’s “Country Ways Duo” visits. This couple pride themselves in 
producing music that is enjoyable to a diverse crowd and at volume levels 
which fosters group participation. John and Jan kibitz back and forth with 
one another during each show, much like "Burns & Allen” did. 
The spectators love this merriment. 

John and Jan are an inspiration to the citizens of Orillia. They have given 
and continue to give so much of themselves to a vulnerable segment of our 
population and are most worthy recipients of the Order of Orillia. 



Terry Rideout 
2011 Recipient 

Terry Rideout is a unique volunteer in our community. Not only does he 
contribute his time to many organizations, but he brings his skills in 
electronics to their benefit. 

For 15 years Terry was involved in the Opera House as its volunteer 
lighting technician and has shared his skills and knowledge for almost 
every Mariposa Arts Theatre production. He has continued this 
commitment to the Opera House for many years by checking all aspects of 
safety and security at the end of each busy day. 

At Couchiching Jubilee House, Terry installed the security system and for 
five years has maintained and taught others how to manage the system. In 
addition, he contin

I., 
ues to deliver the “Good Food Box” to current and past 

residents. 

For 20 years Terry was inv• olved with an organization called ‘Telephone 
Pioneers’ and he spearheaded a project to raise funds to provide 
thousands of teddy bears to the OPP, aimed at offering comfort to children 
facing difficult times. He received a Commissioner’s Citation from the OPP 
for this work. 

Terry was involved with the Boy Scouts for 20 years; first as a Cub leader 
and later, he took on the job of District Council President. Through that 
commitment, he has been an immeasurable, positive influence on many 
children and youth. 

Terry has volunteered for the past seven years at OSMH, not for the usual 
one shift per week, but for two. At St. Paul’s United Church, Terry has 
operated the sound system for Sunday worship and for many theatre, choir 
and instrumental productions. 



Karen Blaney-Bell 
2010 Recipient 

Karen Blaney-Bell, a teacher in the Child and Youth Worker program at 

Georgian College, is much more than a gifted teacher. She practices what 

she teaches and, over many years, has developed and worked in youth 

programs for the benefit of the community. 

Her volunteer efforts, both in terms of time and leadership, have focused on 

youth and those with special needs. These activities have included: 

• Simcoe County Therapeutic Riding Instruction for Developing
Equestrianship – a horse riding program for people with
physical/developmental disabilities.

• Photo Voice – a therapeutic photography program for at-risk youth to
express their feelings throu

• Restorative Justi
I., 
ce – an alt

the law. 
• 
gh photography. 

ernative to sentencing for youth in conflict with

• Black Light Theatre – a therapeutic drama and music program for youth.

• Fund Raising for Charity through – A Night in the Cold, Canadian
Paraplegic Wheelchair races, Dragonboat Races and the Orillia Winter
Carnival.

While being the inspiration for some of these programs, Karen has always 

assumed a leadership role and spent much time in them all.  When you 

see Georgian students out volunteering at community events, likely they 

are there because of the inspiration provided by Karen. 



Helen Macdonald 
2010 Recipient 

Helen Macdonald has been a central figure in many organizations with 

charitable and volunteer aims in Orillia for more than 40 Years. 

In the Quota Club, Helen led the group in its mission to assist

disadvantaged women and children, as well as deaf and hearing impaired 

individuals. In 1989, Helen was elected President of Quota International, 

representing 14 countries and during her term was not only an ambassador 

for Canada, but for Orillia in particular. In 1999, she organized a second 

club, the Quota International of Mariposa - “Silver Q”, to support other 

charities in Orillia in their activities. 

Some of the Honors that Helen has already received include: 

• The “Paul Ha
I., 
rris Fellow” award from the Orillia Rotary Club.

• “Woman of Distinction” 
• 
from the Orillia Business Women.

• The Province of Ontario “Queen’s Jubilee Medal” for her
“volunteerism” and contribution to the community and Canada.

For 30 years Helen has also been a leader within the Orillia Scottish 

Festival. She has been the guiding force for hundreds of volunteers, as 

she expertly served with dedication, over the years. Helen is a very worthy 

recipient of the Order of Orillia Award. 

 



Champlain Seniors Service Club 
2010 Recipients 

The Champlain Seniors Service Club (CSSC) began in 1980 as the Golden 
“K” and subsequently evolved into the CSSC Volunteer service to a wide 
spectrum of worthy causes, both local and national, is the first obligation of 
membership. Member’s volunteer hours amount to between 15,000 and 
20,000 per year. 

The volunteer time undertaken by members includes: 
• Tagging for a wide spectrum of local charities.
• Assisting with functions such as the Scottish Festival, the Agricultural

Fair, the Santa Claus Parade, Canada Day and the Kiwanis Music
Festival.

• Leadership has been demonstrated by members accepting Board
and Committee appointments in many different organizations.

• The Club’s band, known as the Music Makers, entertains residents of
local seniors and nursing homes on a weekly basis.

• Fund raising and assisting with events such as the Big Bike Ride for
Heart and Stroke, the Kiwanis Annual Auction, and Big Brothers
curling bonspiel.

• Other activities include assisting in the Public School breakfast
program, the OPP Academy student interviews, and delivering meals
for Helping Hands.

While CSSC does not fund raise on its own behalf, it has been a tradition of 
the club to make donations to local charities from a portion of the annual 
dues of members. Over the past four years donations totaling $19,000 
have been given to more than a dozen charities. 



Laurie Neill 
2010 Recipient 

Laurie Neill has contributed tirelessly and enthusiastically to numerous 

charitable organizations in our community during the past 15 years. She 

tackles each project with dedication and zeal. She brings many special 

talents and skills to each assignment she is given. 

She was a member, President and then Director of Orillia Quota Club for 

15 years. She has also organized the Child Find Clinic, Canada Day Cake 

Ceremonies and the Christmas Light Tour for Seniors. 

Laurie was a writer and performer on the WIT Project, which was a fund 

raiser for Green HI., aven, Jubilee House and Orillia Native Women's Group. 

Other organizations who hav• e benefited from Laurie’s volunteering are the 

Orillia Geneva Bingo, North Simcoe Victim Crisis Services (NSVCS),

Regent Park Public School, the Mariposa Folk Festival and the SPCA, just 

to name a few. 

Laurie's enthusiasm, dedication, commitment and tireless efforts have 

inspired many to become volunteers. Orillia is indeed fortunate to have 

such a community-minded individual who has, for many years, enriched the 

lives of so many!” Erin Price, Nominator 

 



Ken McMullen 
2010 Recipient 

In many capacities Ken McMullen has made many outstanding
contributions and has been a strong & unrelenting voice for the less 
fortunate members of our community. He has concentrated much of his 
volunteer time to the development and provision of services to our 
marginalized and homeless citizens. 

Ken has worked tirelessly for this group who have found themselves, 
through no fault of their own, without a stable and clean residence. His 
most critical success was as a developer of the Hillcrest Lodge, where it 
was taken from a large derelict building to a rent geared-to-income, facility 
for seniors. 

Additionally Ken has served as Chair of St. Paul's United Church Homeless 
Committee through the years 2002 to 2005. For 7 years Ken  was 
President and Chair of the team who administered Walker Village and for 
16 years (8 of which as President) Ken was involved in Mariposa Place. He 
is a member of Am

I., 
nesty Inter• national and has been for over 20 years. 

Ken first began his volunteer career with Information Orillia and during this 
same period he was one of the founding members of the Leacock Heritage 
Festival. Through the years Ken also found time to be Co-chair and 
Controller of the Mariposa Folk Festival on its return to Orillia in 2000. 

Ken McMullen made a significant contribution to our City when he worked 
with the volunteers who planned and carried out the restoration of the Sir 
Sam Steele building which now is the home for the Orillia Museum of Art & 
History.

 



Marie MacLachlan Smith 
2009 Recipient 

Marie MacLachlan Smith is a tireless advocate for the rights of seniors in 

this province. A practiced public speaker, Marie has taken the term “elder 

abuse” to the masses and raised awareness of this important topic. She 

has spent countless hours over two decades working with multiple 

community groups. 

Marie’s involvement has been with Branch 34 of the Royal Canadian 

Legion (including the Poppy Fund) and the Scottish Festival. She is a 

charter member and past president of the Quota International Club of 

Mariposa and more recently the Silver Q. 

Marie is an honourary member of the TIE Club and has been a member of 

the planning committee for the local health council and the local Shriners. 

Marie has manned kettles for the Salvation Army, collected items for the 

SPCA and Green Haven shelter, and has tagged for the Canadian Cancer 

Society. 

Marie MacLachlan Smith is described as committed and caring, and is a 

true role model in our community. 



Margaret Bailey 
2009 Recipient 

Margaret has spent most of her life helping others. Whether it is with her 

many years with the Order of the Eastern Star, volunteering for over 30 

years at the hospital on the information desk and in the hospital gift shop. 

Margaret has been on several fundraising committee in the community and 

also a mentor to many in the Couchiching Jubilee house. 

Margaret Bailey is a tireless, quiet, passionate, committed volunteer in 

many areas of need in our community. Margaret is truly one of Orillia’s 

unsung heroes, working as a volunteer to improve the lives of others. 



North Simcoe Victim Crisis Services 
2009 Recipients 

North Simcoe Victim Crisis Services is currently celebrating ten years as a 

volunteer agency in Simcoe County. This service provides essential 

support to the community in times of crisis and trauma. Police and Fire 

services value their assistance in helping victims of crime and/or personal 
... 

tragedy. 

Orillia is very fortunate to have such a dedicated group of individuals who 

give of themselves, their time any day or night, to bring comfort and 

assistance to those less fortunate in their time of need. North Simcoe 

Victim Crisis Service is indeed very deserving of the 2009 Order of Orillia 

Award. 



Bill Price 
2009 Recipient 

Bill Price ….Orillia’s Mr. Santa Claus, has given ever so much of himself to 

our community for more than 25 years. 

It is impracticable to list all of those who have benefited from Bill’s 
... 

volunteerism; however, a very brief survey indicates that Bill has worked for 

and contributed his time and leadership to 25 local organizations and 

service clubs. Orillia and the surrounding townships have indeed received a 

most significant gift of committed and enthusiastic service from this inspired 

gentleman! 

Bill is a retired high school vice-principal, married for 46 years, father of 

three and grandfather to six. Bill was named Orillia’s Citizen of the Year in 

the year 2000. Our community is indeed favoured to have a resident such 

as Bill Price to honour with the Order of Orillia Award! 



Glenn Kevin Fernandes 
2009 Recipient 

Glenn Fernandes has volunteered in the Orillia and the surrounding 

community for over 22 years since relocating from Toronto. Many charities 

have benefited from his dedication to volunteering and fundraising including 

the JP Kidz Club, Green Haven Shelter for Women, the Canadian Cancer 

Society and the United Way of Greater Simcoe County. 

Glenn has served on a lengthy list of boards, agencies and commissions. 

He has utilized his expertise in board governance, parliamentary procedure 

and facilitation to assist with many public forums dealing with contentious 

community issues

I., 
. He has done this to facilitate fair and open dialogue 

about important civic matters regardless of the topic. 

In 2008 he was awarded the•  Rogers “Star of Orillia” and in 2008 and 2009 

the Campaign Coordinator of the Year for Simcoe County in recognition of 

his work with United Way. 

“What impresses me most about Glenn is that he truly believes that 

everyone deserves a chance for a better life. That those of us who can 

help, should help those less fortunate.” Susan Barnes 



Humanitarian Services Program 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

2008 Recipients 

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F.) and Rebekah’s 

Lodge was formed in Orillia more than 100 years ago. During that time 

they have worked tirelessly to support a number of local and national 

charities, such as Big Brothers and Big Sisters, Green Haven Shelter for 

women and Help Us Grow - H.U.G. (for children with cancer) to name a 

few. 

The Humanitarian Services Program is one of the I.O.O.F.’s programs 

and it has housed the “Loan Cupboard” for over 50 years. The 

“Loan Cupboard” has an extensive stock of in-home health care aids; 

such as wheelchairs, walkers, canes and bathroom aids which are 

available to the public free of charge. “We ask for no money from 

anyone. All we ask is that our equipment is returned when it is no 

longer needed, so that it can be ready for the next person that needs it.” 

Assistance from the Humanitarian Services Program is also given 

to victims of fire in the form of $150. This money can assist with items 

such as groceries, household bills or even medicines. 

Over the years, more than 31,000 hours of volunteer services have 

been given to keep this facility going. Hundreds of Lodge members 

have given selflessly in the name of volunteerism. 



Jack A. Reid 
2007 Recipient 

Jack Reid has contributed to our community over the past 25 years! 

Among the many organizations he has volunteered for, the Simcoe County 

Inter-Agency Council for Smoking and Health was where he spent nine 

years. 

He has devoted countless hours to the Y’s Men’s Club House League 

Hockey, and in later years organized reunions for former Club members. 

“Operation Knapsack” is a venture that Jack assists with, where new and 

used school supplies are sent to children in Third World Countries. 

For eight years Jack has been involved with the V.O.N. Day-Away 

Program, as well as in his spare time he spends many hours at Victoria 

House (retirement residence) where he assists with the day-to-day 

activities of the residents. The past 20 years Jack has played Santa Claus 

at many senior residences. 



Orillia Public Library Volunteers 
2007 Recipients 

he Orillia Public Library Volunteers are a group that consists of over 60 

eople who last year donated 3200 hours of volunteer time to the Library. 

hese dedicated people deliver materials such as books, books on tape, 

ideos and CDs to shut-ins, nursing homes and senior residences. 

he volunteers also organize materials for various programs, as well as the 

nternet, databases and music. They set up book sales, information booths 

t the mall, give information sessions at schools about library programs and 

f course they shelve books! 

he fact that many of these ladies and gentlemen have already received 

he “Ontario Volunteer Award” says alot about the caliber and dedication of 

hese special people. 
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Charles ‘Chuck’ Penny 
2006 Recipient 

Charles Penny is a retired school teacher. His volunteering began in 1967 

when he served with the Orillia Minor Lacrosse Association as coach, 

manager and later as an executive member. He was the Chair of the 

Recreation Advisory Committee for six years and also the President of the 

Orillia Figure Skating Club for eight years. In addition to this, for a number 

of years Chuck has served on the Orillia Scottish Festival Committee. 

Since 1990 Chuck has been a member of the Royal Canadian Legion. 

During this time he has sat on various committees such as ones for Youth 

education, Remem

I., 
brance Day Activities and Free parking for Veterans. 

• 



Robert L. ‘Bob’ Bowles 
2006 Recipient 

Over the past 20 years Bob has volunteered on over 25 organizations and 

committees, one of which being the City of Orillia Environmental Advisory 

Committee. He is the Director and Founder of the Twin Lakes 

Conservation Club, Founding Member and Past President of the Orillia 

Naturalist Club and Trail Director for the Ganaraska Hiking Trail 

Association! 

Bob has received two Life Memberships in Ontario Naturalist and Field 

Botanist Clubs in recognition of his volunteer work. Though his interest is 

in the environme

I., 
nt, Bob has reached out to a large section of our 

community. Seniors, youth, hikers, and schools have all benefited from his 

commitment to volunteering. 

• 



The Ley Sisters 
Sharon Black - Linda Jones - Jackie Kerr - Joanne Strachan 

2006 Recipients 

As a family the Ley sisters have volunteered on the Executive of Orillia 

Minor Lacrosse and the Orillia Junior “A” Lacrosse Club for over 20 years. 

They have coached and managed teams, have been involved in 

fundraising, coordinated tournaments and helped to launch the new Orillia 

Girls’ Field Lacrosse Teams. 

The volunteer efforts of these four ladies have affected the lives of 

countless children in our community. Each sister has already been 

awarded the Orillia Minor Lacrosse “Pat Elliott Volunteer of the Year 

Award” and two of the sisters received the Ontario Lacrosse Association 

“Ken Murray Award” for their volunteering. 



The Music Makers 
of the Champlain Seniors Service Club 

2006 Recipients 

The Music Makers have been together making music since 1982. The 

group is comprised of retired teachers, professionals and businessmen, 

who love music and volunteering their talents for the enjoyment of others. 

They entertain weekly at eight different nursing and retirement homes, the 

Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital (Harvey IV), the Champlain Service Club 

and the centre for the developmentally handicapped. Extra performances 

include Robbie Burns’ night, Sir John A MacDonald night, Heart and Stroke 

Foundation luncheons, and Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital functions. Just ask 

and they will be there ! 



Royal Canadian Legion - Branch #34 
2006 Recipients 

This organization has been active in our community for over 80 years. The 

men and women of Branch #34 support Big Sisters and Big Brothers, Air 

Cadets, Navy League, Orillia Legion Minor Baseball, Orillia Girls Lacrosse, 

and Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital. Each summer they form 

committees and organize the Orillia Scottish Festival. 

This large organization is active in the community by providing bursaries for 

young adults, visiting the sick, maintaining a “loan cupboard” for 

wheelchairs, crutches and more.  The annual Remembrance Day Service 

is also overseen by the Legion. They make their building available to many 

groups and clubs. 

This is a very busy club and the members volunteer many hours for the 

benefit of our community. 



Dale Barrett 
2005 Recipient 

Dale Barrett was a former member of staff at Harriett Todd Public School. 

In 1991 Dale served as a volunteer with the Ontario Winter Games. 

Dale served as Director for the Sun City Kids Choir for 16 years. As 
... 

Director, he organized the music library, arranged busing, parent 

information, accounting, special guests, food, programs, medals for 

graduating members and concerts at special community events. It should 

be noted that one of the former members of Sun City Kids Choir, Molly 

Atkinson, went on to act in the CBC production of Road to Avonlea. 



Anne Leatherdale 
2005 Recipient 

Anne has been involved with disability groups for 29 years. Anne is 

currently the co-ordinator of the Orillia and District Disability Recovery 

Group (ODDR), which was formerly the Stroke Recovery Association. 

There are currently 70 members who belong to the ODDR Group, and each 
... 

Christmas, a dinner is arranged by Anne at the local Legion for group 

members. 

As a volunteer, Anne co-ordinates monthly ODDR Group meetings at St. 

David's Anglican Church and she also helps organize craft classes, held 

every second Friday at the church. 

Anne has been a volunteer with the Royal Canadian Legion for 19 years. 

She is a volunteer driver for the Canadian Cancer Society, driving patients 

to and from Toronto for treatment. 

Anne has lived in and been active in Orillia most of her life and has 

previously served as a volunteer with Meals on Wheels (three years as 

Chairman and 10 years driving, dispatching and phoning). 



Brian Pounder 
2005 Recipient 

Throughout his years of teaching at Park Street Collegiate, Brian Pounder 

coached track and field, cross country running and hockey. Brian often 

drove teams to and from competitions, after upgrading his driver's license 

so he could drive a bus. He helped organize the annual school athletic 
... 

banquet, and was able to bring various notable guest speakers to Orillia 

(Russ Jackson, Jim Tatti and Angela Schmidt-Foster). 

From the late 1950s until 1966, Brian Pounder was a cub and scout leader 

with the 3rd Orillia Boy Scouts. He was a member of the Orillia Y's Men's 

Club from 1971-1985 and held the position of President from 1978-1979. 

Brian began serving as a volunteer with Canadian Blood Services in 1992 

and later became the Orillia and District Blood Donor Volunteer Convener. 

In recognition of their many years of service (12 years) with Meals on 

Wheels, Brian and his wife Vivian were presented with the 2003 Ontario 

Volunteer Service Award from Helping Hands. 

Brian initiated Operation Knapsack in 1987. The program takes discarded 

school supplies and delivers them to needy students in developing 

countries. Items distributed include pens, paper, markers, binders,

knapsacks and other items discarded by students. 

 



Kenneth Lee 
2005 Recipient 

Ken Lee retired from over 30 years of teaching in 1987. He continued to 

serve as mentor to young people, delivering workshops and 

representations on the Young Worker Awareness Program. Ken was 

instrumental in the founding of the first Safety Awareness Club at an Orillia 

secondary school (ODCVI). 

In recognition of over 30 years of volunteering with IAPA, Ken’s years of 

dedication and commitment were awarded with an honourary life 

membership by the Industrial Accident Prevention Association in  1994. 

Ken was honoure

I., 
d with the Volunteer Award of Merit (April 2000) for his 

work with the local division of the IAPA. 

Ken Lee is now volunteering h• is services to the North Simcoe Victim Crisis 

Services and has been doing so since 1999. 



Telecare 
2004 Recipients 

Since its creation 25 years ago, Telecare Orillia has always provided 

individuals with a friendly voice and caring ear to lean on in times of 

personal crisis. 

Through the work of a dedicated group of volunteers, Telecare has made 

every effort to keep the distress line open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 

for over a quarter of a century. The calls they receive are as diverse as the 

people reaching out for help. Callers can include individuals who are lonely, 

those who are experiencing relationship problems, and some who have 

mental health concerns or suffer from addictions. 

During the time Telecare Ori

duty for approxima
I., 
tely 9,130• 

llia has been in operation, they have been on 

 days and nights and have handled in excess 

of 125,000 calls for assistance. The 418 trained volunteers have donated 

219,000 hours of their time and judging by the feedback they get from 

callers, they do make a difference in the community. 

An indication of this is in the number of repeat callers. People who realize 

they have found a safe place to talk are less likely to need the local 

emergency services when facing a crisis and so, by calling Telecare Orillia, 

that can help to take some of the pressure off these services. 



Orillia and District Branch 
of the Canadian Association for the Hard of Hearing 

2004 Recipients 

In November 1984 a small group of local residents banded together to form 

the Orillia and District Branch of the Canadian Hard of Hearing Association 

(CHHA). 

Since its early years as a support group for people with hearing loss, the 

Association has evolved into a group with a lengthy list of 

accomplishments. They have helped others through the installation of 

audio-assistance devices in the Orillia Council Chamber, Soldiers' Memorial 

Hospital and the Orillia Opera House, along with several churches within 

the City. 

In addition, the group has spear-headed the staging of lectures at Georgian 

College designed to educate people about hearing loss and help members 

of our society cope with their hearing impairment. 

The CHHA is the only Canadian, national non-profit consumer organization 

run by and for persons with hearing loss. The CHHA exists to help the hard 

of hearing achieve independent, productive and fulfilling lives. 



Kate Palmer 
2004 Recipient 

No matter what anyone might say, Kate Palmer deserves a gold medal 

for time management. As a long-time member of the Branch 34, 

Royal Canadian Legion, as well as a tireless volunteer with Big Sisters 

of Orillia and Canadian Blood Services, Kate Palmer has always 

believed in giving back to the community she calls home. 

Kate was first matched with a Little Sister in 1979 and since that time 

she has gone on to help enrich the lives of five additional girls. 

Within Big Sisters, Kate has assisted in every fund raising and event for 

the past 25 yrs. 

After joining the Royal Canadian Legion in 1985, Kate found herself as 

the branch executive two years later, during which time she also served 

as the editor of the Vet’s Gazette. A woman of many talents, Kate has 

done her share of juggling within the local Legion Branch. She has 

also played a major part in the staging of the annual Orillia Scottish 

Festival fashion shows and served on the committee, which passed 

out water to thirsty pipers and drummers during the annual festival 

parade. 

Finally, Kate has given the gift of life to others by donating over 129 pints 

of blood and also serving as a volunteer at blood donor clinics run 

by Canadian Blood Services. 



Bunny Cunningham 
(1927 - 2007) 
2003 Recipient 

Bunny Cunningham was committed for many years to her family, friends 

and her community. 

She had been a volunteer with the Orillia Santa Claus Parade for 30 years. 

When she first became involved, the parade boasted a little over 20 floats. 

As Bunny assumed more responsibility and volunteers were added, the 

parade grew to over 120 floats, bands and groups, becoming one of the 

largest Santa Clause Parades in Ontario. 

Bunny was a committee member and singer in the Jubilee Choral group for 

23 years, and later became Chairperson, among holding many other 

positions. She was also co-ordinator of the Canada Day Committee. 

Over the years, Bunny held a variety of volunteer positions with 

organizations such as the Leacock Festival, the Triathlon, the YMCA and 

the Huronia Regional Centre. She also volunteered at St James’ Anglican 

Church at the Bazaars and luncheons, as well as preparing hampers and 

gifts for the less fortunate. 

“Bunny Cunningham is the type of person who built this wonderful country 

we live in and who is dedicated to her fellow man and her community…a 

credit to our province and Canada; “A true Canadian.” …. Doug Herbert, 

nominator 



Scouts Canada 
2003 Recipients 

The first scouting group in Orillia was founded in 1909. It has continued 

successfully ever since. This means that hundreds of adult  volunteers 

have given their service to the organization and to the youth members 

during the years. Their involvement has positively benefited the community 

in countless ways. 

The scouting groups in Orillia are part of a larger area, called Wendake 

Shores. There is a minimum of 100 adult volunteers registered with Scouts 

Canada in Orillia. Many of these leaders work directly with the young 

people. Others work behind the scenes on committees, such as Trainers 

of new Leaders. All are necessary and vital to the ongoing success and 

growth of the Scouting Movement in the community. 

The adult volunteers pass through a special Adult Volunteer Screening 

process. In the Orillia area there are six different groups that hold weekly 

meetings. 

Within the group of Orillia Adult volunteers, there are over forty who have 

more than ten continuous years of service and there are several with 

twenty-five or more years of service. 



The Honourable Douglas G. Lewis 
2003 Recipient 

The Honourable Douglas G. Lewis has always participated in many 

volunteer organizations in Orillia. He participated in the Jaycees and the 

Rotary Club of Orillia. He was President of the Orillia and District Chamber 

of Commerce and was instrumental in the development of the Port of 

Orillia. 

Doug Lewis volunteered as Chair of “My Hospital…Our Future” campaign. 

He provided a driving force and vision to meet the local goal of raising $12 

million. 

Doug Lewis has always volunteered and not sought credit. A good 

example of this is the time he volunteered to be a referee for a two-year 

period to assist the
I.., 
 fledgling O• rillia Football League become established. 

Doug Lewis and his wife, Linda moved to Orillia after he completed his 

degree as a chartered Accountant and then his degree as a lawyer. They 

chose to raise their five children in our community and dedicated 

themselves to giving more than they took. ... 
Not only has Mr. Lewis made a valuable contribution t

,, 
o his community as a 

volunteer, he has served his country as a federal Member of Parliament, 

Minister of State – Government House Leader, Minister of Justice and 

Attorney General of Canada, Minister of Transport and Solicitor General of 

Canada. 



Hospice Orillia 
2003 Recipients 

Hospice Orillia is a non-profit, charitable organization established in 1989, 

serving the Orillia community by delivering support, in patient’s homes, 

nursing/retirement homes and the hospital, to patients who have a life- 

threatening illness. 

Hospice Orillia Volunteers include those who do direct patient support, 

bereavement support and those who do our fundraising/awareness events 

like the weekly bingo, bereavement walks and many other events. 

Hospice Orillia Visiting Volunteers take a lead role in providing support to 

patients and their

I., 
 families. The visiting volunteers, fifty-five in  number, 

have taken a thirty-hour volunteer training session. They meet a wide

variety of needs, such as g

• 
ardening, driving patients to appointments,

taking care of the family pet, assisting with funeral arrangements and 

shopping. They help the patients directly and also the family members in 

this time of need. In the year 2002 a total of 150 families were supported. 

They work closely with the palliative care unit at the Orillia Soldiers’ 

Memorial Hospital to provide the best service to the patient and to the 

families of the terminally ill. 



In Our Small Way 
2003 Recipients 

In Our Small Way is a high school club that meets weekly. Its mandate is 
to raise awareness in the school community concerning social issues such 
as poverty, abuse, the environment and racism. The Club hopes to make 
people think about issues and do what they can “in our small way” to make 
the community and the world a better place. While the issues they look at 
are a combination of local, national and global ones, the work they do is 
primarily in their home community of Orillia. The Club fundraises in the 
school to support these causes. 

Some of the Club’s past projects have included: 
• The White Ribbon Campaign and the Say No to Racism Campaign
• Annual donations to the Green Haven Shelter and the Humane

Society
• Sponsoring a

I., 
 child through World Vision

• Participation in the 30 Hour Famine and in the Aids Awareness
Campaign 

• Raising money through•  the World Wildlife Federation to save two
polar bears 

• Collecting donations for the food band and the Salvation Army

The students have a staff advisor, but are almost 100% student run. They 
generate the ideas and do the fundraising themselves. The students 
generate awareness of many of these social issues among the student 
body and in the community of Orillia. 

“The members of ‘In Our small Way’ truly desire a better community and 
work very hard to make a difference in Orillia. Their many fund raising 
efforts have enriched the lives of many and their commitment to the 
community has continued for more than six years.” 



Reverend William W. Sherwin 
2002 Recipient 

In the 10 years Reverend Bill Sherwin has resided in Orillia, Bill has been 

deeply involved in volunteering, primarily with the Helping Hands 

organization. He spends upwards of 35-40 hours every week driving shut- 

ins to appointments, shopping and other necessary destinations. He also 

delivers and dispatches for Meals on Wheels three days a week. As a 

retired United Church minister, Bill volunteers 20-30 hours every month for 

St. Paul's United Church, visiting ill and confined members, and providing 

spiritual support whenever needed. 

"I am nominating 

believe he shouldI., 
Bill not because others have honoured his efforts, but I 

 receive the Order of Orillia for his selflessness in

providing volunteer service to

• 
 his fellow Orillians. Bill often spends his days

volunteering for Helping Hands as a transportation driver, taking seniors to 

their medical appointments and shopping. In the first 3 months of 2002, Bill 

has volunteered a total of 480 hours for Helping Hands. As if this wasn't 

enough, he also dedicates driving time to the Canadian Cancer Society. 

Barbara Bourne, Helping Hands 



Tracy Jardine 
2002 Recipient 

Tracy Jardine has served as a volunteer at David H. Church Public School 

for the past 17 years. During this period of time she made a remarkable 

contribution to improving the learning and living environment at this school. 

Her ongoing efforts have had a direct and positive impact on the lives of 

thousands of students (ages 3 to 14) and scores of staff. During her tenure 

as a volunteer at the school Tracy has served in virtually every capacity 

possible. Her duties and accomplishments have ranged from clerical, to 

organizational and even lifesaving. 

"Tracy began her

I., 
 tour of duty 17 years ago when the first of her three 

children began attending David H. Church School. Even then she went

above and beyond the call of duty as a parent by serving on the Home and

School Association and sup• porting the numerous fundraising and special 

events conducted by an elementary school. However, when the last of her 

children graduated, Tracy didn't. She stayed on and has continued to 

volunteer her time as a service to her school community. As a result, to 

date Tracy has rendered, in our estimation, well over 1,150 (full days) of 

unpaid service to our school". Alison Bradshaw, Principal, David H. Church 

School 



Art Bradford 
2002 Recipient 

Art Bradford has worked diligently on behalf of our community with 

his involvement with Information Orillia over the past 27 years. In its 

formative years, being a not for profit organization and frequently in need of 

funds, Art spent countless hours knocking on doors, putting on telethons 

and canvassing businesses for donations. His name has become 

synonymous with Information Orillia and is recognized by many local 

residents as he delivers Handy Numbers and spreads the value of 

Information Orillia's service to the community. In addition, Art also 

contributes what additional time he has working with the T.I.E. Club, 

Champlain Golden

I., 
 Kiwanis Club and St. James’ Church. 

"Art has a strong belief that • 
all citizens should have access to information 

that will enable them to make decisions for themselves. He has great 

empathy for those less fortunate in our community and is passionate in his 

love of Orillia and Canada. Through his involvement in the not for profit 

sector and his tireless efforts to help others, he has made this a better 

place for us all. He is most deserving of recognition and I must also add, 

that in the true old-fashioned sense of the word, Art Bradford is a 

gentleman of the highest Order." Audrey Rodger, Past Chair, Information 

Orillia 



Dr. Richard U. Johnston 
2002 Recipient 

Dr. Johnston is perhaps best known locally because of his 

longstanding obstetrical practice in our community, with hundreds of our 

citizens having begun their journey at his hands. Included in his 

medical practice have been tenures of office with his professional 

association and medical society both locally and provincially, and 

numerous hospital appointments including the responsibility for a number 

of years in the continuing medical education program at Soldiers' 

Memorial Hospital. In all of these roles his enthusiasm and commitment, 

and support for colleagues, have been exemplary. 

In addition Dr. JI., ohnston has served our community as President of 

the Stephen Leacock As• sociation, Co-chairman of the Order of 

Mariposa Dinner, a current member of the Historical Society and co-

founder of the Sir John A. MacDonald Dinner, he is a member of Art & 

History, Huronia Youth Orchestra, Amnesty International, and has also 

sat on the Board and Counsel for St. Paul's United Church, and many 

more. 

"Dick is like a verb rather than a noun, a doer of thoughtful kindnesses 

that most of us think about doing, but do not get around to doing. Dick 

does get around to doing them…every single day. Dick never talks about 

this, never seeks recognition; he does what he so generously does, for 

the benefit of the 'other'. That is giving at its best, giving for the 

pleasure of  giving without expectation of reward." Leslie Cormode 



Soldiers' Memorial Hospital Volunteer Association 
2002 Recipients 

The Hospital's Volunteer Association celebrated its 25th anniversary last 

year. The Program has grown from a handful of dedicated individuals to an 

enthusiastic, can-do team of over 450 members who logged approximately 

50,000 hours of service during the past year. On any given day there are 

approximately 75 Volunteers in the hospital doing various tasks. The first 

shift begins at 5:30 am to open the "Windowbox Café" coffee kiosk in the 

main lobby. 

"There is no doubt that the hospital could not operate effectively without the 

assistance of our many wonderful Volunteers. This energetic group gives 

selflessly day-after-day to ensure that our hospital runs smoothly. There is

no job too big or too small for them to tackle. I have always found the

Volunteers ready,
I., 
 willing and able to assist in all areas of the hospital. 

Without them, our working l
• 
ives would be much more difficult. Soldiers' 

Memorial Hospital Volunteers are definitely the very best!" Glen 

Penwarden, Executive Director, Soldiers' Memorial Hospital 



Jay Cody 
2001 Recipient 

"Jay Cody has literally spent a lifetime in the service of his community. His 

record of dynamic leadership and selfless service for over half a century, in 

a broad range of public, philanthropic and cultural activity is unmatched." 

Pete McGarvey 
... 

Jay's involvement in the community includes, but is not limited to, President 

of the Orillia and District Chamber of Commerce, Member of the Orillia 

Library Board, President of the Brewery Bay Tennis and Sailing Club, 

President of the Orillia Historical Society, Chairman of the Simcoe County 

Historic Sites Committee, Alderman, City of Orillia, Member of the Hall of 

Fame Committee, Member of the Mnjikaning Fish Fence Circle Committee, 

and many others. 

' -.. """ 



Marian Wilkie 
2001 Recipient 

Marian has been involved with Bereaved Families of Ontario (BFO) for the 

past nine years as both a facilitator and a board member and she recently 

revived the Orillia chapter. She has volunteered for a number of 

organizations and events within our community over the years as a Cub 

Leader, Beaver Leader, helped at the library, etc. She is currently a 

Director for the Quota Club of Orillia and a volunteer for North Simcoe 

Victim Crisis Services. 

"North Simcoe Victim Crisis Services requires volunteers to complete two 

twelve-hour shifts

I., 
 per month. Since graduation in June of 1999, Marian  

has been a team leader as well as a volunteer and completes an average

of 20 shifts (that's an incred

• 
ible 240 hours) a month." "Marian not only

helps victims in our community, she is also a member of the social 

committee and fund raises within our organization, through the Save-A- 

Tape program, selling 50/50 tickets at our meetings and using her skills as 

a Master Baker. She makes and sells cakes, chocolates and other 

delicious goodies and donates the proceeds to the social committee. 

Where does she find the time?" Stephanie Foster & Kim Robins 



Marg and Everett LeBarr 
2001 Recipients 

Marg and Everett have been strong advocates for the physically disabled 
for over 20 years. They were instrumental in raising the funds to purchase 
two wheelchair buses operated by the City under the O.W.L.S. program. 
Marg has served as an advisor to the City of Orillia on Accessibility Issues 
ensuring there was sufficient handicapped parking, that all municipal 
buildings were handicapped accessible and was instrumental in initiating 
the program to cut away the curbs at intersections so that wheelchairs 
could be used with greater ease. Additionally, they have been associated 
with the C.N.I.B., Y.M.C.A., Lion's Club, Alzheimer's Society, The Arthritis 
Society, Special Olympics, Hospital for Sick Children, Orillia Public Library, 
Orillia Soldiers' Memorial Hospital, Information Orillia and so many more. 
Marg and Everett are also CB operators with Channel 5 Breakers, Midnight 
Marauders, Trans

I., 
 Canada Radio Emergency and most recently the 

Canadian Radio Communications and Safety Group. 

"Over the years, my duties have brought me into contact with all manner of 
citizens in all manner of circumstances and I am delighted to be able to 
recommend them to you. I 

• 
can think of no one more worthy of such an 

award. For many years, in a continuing act of selfless dedication to the 
community, without any thought or hope of personal advantage, time and 
again, the LeBarr’s have shown up at various community events with their 
radios and volunteers and their logistical knowledge and experience, to 
assist the Police at Parades, Sporting events, Halloween Patrol or any 
event requiring communication and observation. They have gained the 
respect and friendship of many of our officers during these encounters 
thereby helping to break down some barriers between officers and the 
citizens they serve". Sgt. Mike Newton, Retired 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Commemorative Awards Committee would like 

to thank the people who took time out of their busy 

lives to nominate someone who has enriched the 

Orillia community, making it a better place to live, 

work, and play. 

 
 

As well, we thank the organizations and companies 

that allow their members and employees the time to 

make such time-consuming commitments to our 

communi.. ty. 
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