
THE OLD FIREHALL - 27 PETER STREET N. 

The old fire hall was built in 1895 (the same year as the Opera House) by 
J.R. Eaton for $6000. It has a magnificent 60-foot bell tower for drying 
hoses and served as a fire hall until 1972 when it was redesigned for offices 
and apartments.   

The original fire wagons were pulled by horses, which were kept in a stable 
with a loft for about 4 tons of hay at the rear of the building.  “The stable 
doors open automatically directly into the hall, and the horses will be 
trained to get into place in front of the wagon without the assistance of 
the firemen.  The main floor housed the fire wagon, the ladder 
truck…Upstairs were 4 bedrooms…A circular aperture in the floor will 
permit of the firemen sliding down a brass pole so as to reach the lower 
floor when an alarm is given without out going down the stairway.”  Steps 
inside the tower were used to access the Town bell hung in the open 
space at the roof.  “There were 8 alarm boxes throughout the Town that 
were triggered manually.  The trigger sounded the Town bell and the 
doors of the fire hall opened automatically.” 

Due to its significance as the city's first firehouse, the building is deemed a 
"property of interest" by the Orillia Municipal Heritage Committee (MHC). 

Since 1972 the old firehall had been a law office, most recently housing 
the firm of Bourne, Jenkins and Mulligan.  Bourne and the late Norman 
Booth were the first lawyers to hang their shingles at the fire hall. 

A recreational real estate company based in Toronto purchased the 
building in 2011 with plans to develop 3 high-end residential lofts and 
commercial space in the building.  See this and other Heritage properties 
on the City of Orillia’s website (see the “Inside City Hall “ tab and go to 
MHC). 

Sources:  Orillia Packet, “Beautiful Old Orillia”, Orillia MHC website, “Windows on History” 
by Mark Fletcher 



 


