
Two recent events have prompted the City to proceed with more 
detailed planning for the waterfront:  the fire that destroyed the 
Port of Orillia building in December 2014; and Council’s decision 
to pursue acquisition of the property at 70 Front Street North (“the 
Metro plaza site”).  The City retained Urban Strategies Inc., the firm 
that produced the Downtown Tomorrow Plan, to prepare a public 
realm plan for the port area that will lead to a new port building in 
the short-term, guide renewal of the broader port area and help to 
stimulate redevelopment on the south half of the Metro plaza site.

Building on the Downtown Tomorrow Plan, Urban Strategies consulted 
with key stakeholders, including the Chamber of Commerce, which 
operates the port, organizations that run events on the waterfront, 
the Recreation Advisory Committee, the Active Transportation and 
Trails Committee, and the Royal Canadian Legion.  The concepts 
on display were then developed in further consultation with senior 
City staff.  Public feedback on the concepts will inform one or more 
preferred concepts, which will be the subject of more detailed study 
and design over the summer.  Council will consider the recommended 
public realm and building replacement plan(s) in the fall.  Construction 
of a new port building is expected to commence in 2016.

Please share your thoughts and questions with 
members of the project team in attendance and fill 
out a comment sheet before you leave.  You may 
also send written comments to:

BACKGROUND

TELL US WHAT YOU THINKPLANNING PROCESS

• Creating new street and pedestrian connections to the      

 waterfront (including the extension of Coldwater Street)

• Re-aligning and redesigning Centennial Drive

• Extending the Centennial Park Pier

• Locating a visitor welcome centre on the waterfront

• Extending the retail experience of Mississaga Street to the waterfront

• Encouraging private development near the waterfront

• Relocating parking on the waterfront

CITY OF ORILLIA 1PORT AREA PLAN

WELCOME The purpose of this open 
house is to gather public 
feedback on concepts for 
replacing the Port of Oril-
lia building and improv-
ing the larger downtown 
waterfront public realm.  
Please review the materi-
al on display, stay for the 
presentation and provide 
your comments.

In 2013, Council adopted the Downtown Tomorrow Plan, which contains a long-term vision and strategic initiatives 
intended to guide improvements to Orillia’s city centre over the next 20 years.  One of the plan’s overarching objec-
tives is reflected in its subtitle, “Linking Orillia’s Core to the Water”.  Downtown Tomorrow identified a number of ini-
tiatives supporting this objective, including:
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