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The City of Orillia is actively seeking Specialty Food Stores to locate in
its vibrant Downtown core. Through a comprehensive third party study,
the recent Downtown Orillia Retail Mix Analysis determined that Orillia’s
target share of Specialty Food Stores should be increased by up to 7%
to meet the needs of this growing market.

Over the past three years, Downtown Orillia has become a craft food
mecca. Orillia’s bakeries have made a name for themselves not just across
the Province, but across Canada, as visitors continue to flock to Orillia
to visit the historic Mariposa Market, to taste fudge at Apple Annie’s and
to celebrate occasions with Patilero’s elegant cakes.

The agri-culinary industry continues to grow and thrive. This can be attributed
to a number of strong partnerships across the food value chain, including
local producers, processors, retailers, and restaurateurs. This collaboration has
fostered new support networks, such as the Orillia Food Council, and has
spawned a number of award winning programs, including the Tap into Maple
and Fall Flavours Programs.
A number of recent major investments will contribute to the growth of the Orillia
residential and visitor population. Matchedash Lofts in Downtown Orillia will see
residential population in the downtown spike, and the development of the new
Recreation Facility in the core will become a hub which will attract hundreds
of visitors on a daily basis.
Two local Farmers’ Markets thrive throughout the summer season and attract
visitors looking for an authentic culinary experience. More than 1,500 customers
attend the Downtown Orillia Farmers’ Market on a weekly basis throughout
peak season. There continues to be a demand throughout the week for
food staples such as meat, fish and seafood markets, fruit and vegetable
markets and specialty food stores in the downtown.
The Downtown Orillia Business Improvement Area (BIA) will support your new
establishment through year-round marketing campaigns, targeted promotions,
seasonal streetscape beautification and cost sharing opportunities. Each year,
the BIA hosts festivals and events that attract more than 50,000 visitors to
the core annually. The annual Downtown Classic Car Show attracts upwards of
25,000 attendees in a single day, resulting in a significant number of overnight
stays and downtown expenditures.
In addition to downtown specific events, the City of Orillia has a number of City
wide attractions and events including the Mariposa Folk Festival which attracts
more than 30,000 visitors annually. The City regularly hosts large sports
tournaments and conferences, and these attendees also flock to the core to
appreciate the unique character of Orillia’s downtown.
The new Downtown Tomorrow Community Improvement Plan further supports
new and local businesses through the provision of five grant programs aimed at
supporting development in the downtown core.
In November 2016, Orillia was named the fifth best place in Canada to invest
in real estate by Canadian Property Investor Magazine. Take advantage of this
opportunity and locate your specialty food store in the heart of Downtown
Orillia.

Contact the City of Orillia Economic Development Office today
to explore properties/locations that suit your business needs.
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