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City of Orillia Waterfront Redevelopment Project 

Guiding Development Principles 
  

 

  

“The vision for Downtown Orillia builds on The City’s rich heritage and natural setting. It 
celebrates landmark buildings and valued open spaces and imagines new legacies. It 
extends the historic “walkable” pattern of streets and blocks to the waterfront. It includes 
new places to enjoy the lake and Downtown’s cultural, recreational and retail amenities. 
Orillians have spoken and they envision “Downtown at the Lake” as an accessible and 
inviting downtown, a vibrant and creative downtown, a healthy and livable downtown, 
and a green and beautiful downtown.” (Downtown Tomorrow Plan: Linking Orillia’s Core 
to the Water) 
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The City also envisions that any development of the Site must be consistent with The 
City’s Development, Design and Urban Planning Objectives, which are intended to 
highlight requirements that are expected for the Waterfront Redevelopment Project and 
subsequent redevelopment. It is important that the lead proponent keep abreast of the 
changing dynamics of land use planning as it relates to the evolving global COVID-19 
pandemic, and demonstrate this understanding through its response to the following 
Development, Design and Urban Planning Objectives: 

1. Support the City's Downtown Tomorrow Plan and Vision: The Development 
must optimize development opportunities in support of, and consistent with, The 
City's Downtown Tomorrow Plan and Vision; and 

2. Optimize financial return: The Development should optimize the financial return to 
The City by fully realizing the development potential of the Site; and 

3. Demonstrate a sustainable "green" approach: The Development is to be part of 
a sustainable development program which integrates principles of sustainability in 
building design and maintenance, landscaping, energy efficiency and site design 
wherever possible; and 

4. Enhance the resident and visitor experience: The Development is to provide 
services and amenities that will add to the resident and visitor experience and 
strengthen The City's position as a pre-eminent destination for travel and tourism on 
a year-round basis; and 

5. Respond to surrounding built form: The Development must be responsive to the 
surrounding built form and must demonstrate sensitivity to massing, scale and site 
organization that fits into the surrounding context of the downtown. Relationships 
between adjacent buildings, their shadow and environmental impact and their visual 
impact will be paramount; and 

6. Integrate within Orillia's downtown and waterfront area: The Development must 
be well-integrated into this area of The City's downtown and must ensure that it 
does not feel like a stand-alone development. All site organization, points of entry, 
site circulation, mid-block connections, location of open spaces and parking should 
be well coordinated with all adjacent sites. The design should aid in creating a 
connected downtown waterfront and provide an animated streetscape; and 

7. Consider downtown food and grocery needs: The current grocery store serves a 
large volume of downtown residents and visitors. Continued access to food and 
groceries in some format following expiry of the existing lease should be considered 
within the proposal; and 

8. Consist of simple and timeless design: The Development must ensure a simple 
and timeless elegance that is built to last and is not dated. The City has many high-
quality buildings and spaces that will age well and not date themselves. In the same 
way that all business arrangements must provide for the long-term best interests of 
The City, from a design perspective, simple and timeless design ensures that future 
design opportunities are not compromised; and 
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9. Consist of a high-quality public realm: The City's waterfront has a long-standing 

history of being a gathering place, and any future development should continue to 
promote the waterfront area as a gathering place. The Development must 
compliment the vibrancy of The City's downtown waterfront vision, and the quality of 
the public realm must be able to sustain interest and comfort level. There should be 
a consistent and high standard of materials, site furniture, signage, and landscape 
around the perimeter of the Development and throughout in all publicly accessible 
open spaces; and 

10. Promote a safe, comfortable and inviting pedestrian environment: The 
pedestrian environment must be designed to be safe and comfortable for 
pedestrians and cyclists and to respond to microclimatic conditions year-round. 
Sidewalks should be generous, and all pedestrian areas should give priority to 
pedestrian safety and comfort levels, especially where pedestrians and vehicles 
come into conflict. All new development within The City should focus attention on 
providing mid-block connections, protected courtyards that extend outdoor activities 
into the shoulder seasons, and generally promote a safe and animated pedestrian 
environment; and 

11. Integration of parking: The Development must treat parking in an integrated 
approach that minimizes the visibility of parking from the public realm, where 
parked vehicles are screened by active uses that contribute to the public realm; and 

12. Integration of servicing: The Development must treat servicing in an integrated 
approach that minimizes the physical and visual impact of servicing from the public 
realm. The City gives priority to the pedestrian environment and all service and 
loading areas should be well-integrated into the design of buildings and the 
landscape. 

 


