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MAKING CONNECTIONS
Rob Jowett

O

rillia has approved plans
to redevelop a crucial link
connecting its downtown
to its waterfront with a new
mixed-use neighbourhood.
At its Thursday meeting,
council unanimously approved
a plan to redevelop 3.24 ha
of city-owned land at 70
Front Street, connecting its
downtown to the waterfront.
The plan includes over
4,645 m2 of commercial
and/or residential uses and
about 100 residential units,
mainly townhouses. It also
incorporates a public square at
the base of Mississauga Street
where it reaches the waterfront.
Coldwater Street, a major
arterial that currently ends at
Metro Plaza, is extended to the
water.
“We have a beautiful
waterfront,” Mayor Steve
Clarke told NRU. “And we
have a wonderful, historical
downtown. What we have in
between is a disconnect.”
While Orillia’s main
street, Mississauga Street East,
runs through the city to the
waterfront, there is a 2.2-ha
big box plaza which cuts off
the waterfront from the rest of
the city. The city purchase this
property—Metro Plaza—in
2016 so that it could determine
exactly how the site would be
redeveloped.
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“If you stand at the
waterfront and turn around and
look towards the downtown,
you see the back end of this
very bleak, utilitarian mall,”
Clarke says. “So there’s a
bunch of property there, it’s
underutilized, and the idea is
to have that area redeveloped
so we have continuity from the
waterfront to the downtown.”
In September 2012,
council adopted a downtown
redevelopment plan—a 20-year
strategy for reconnecting the
downtown to the waterfront—
prepared by Urban Strategies.
Much of the waterfront is
brownfield land on an old
rail bed. That plan, will serve
as a basis for implementing
council’s vision to reconnect the
city to its waterfront.
“The overall vision for the
downtown and waterfront is

to see a vibrant community
for both residents and visitors
alike,” says real estate and
commercial development
manager Laura Thompson. “So
we’re really hoping to see an
integration of both the public
space in the park and along
the waterfront, and the private
space along Mississauga Street
in the downtown core.”
Ward 4 councillor and
Waterfront Working Group
chair Tim Lauer says that
creating a vibrant, active
neighbourhood is the main
objective of the redevelopment.
“We’re hoping that if
it’s successful that it will
complement the downtown,”
he says. “I think it significantly
helps the general feel for that
whole area down there, makes
it a friendlier place, makes it a
more active place.”

Clarke says that the
redevelopment, along with the
overall revitalization of the
waterfront, will protect Orillia’s
character as it grows.
“I’ve seen other
municipalities that have grown
exponentially, and really lost
some of their character in
development that’s gone wild,”
he says. “So this… will be a
great blend of development that
will allow some growth but will
fit the character of the city. And
we wanted to help control that.”
A request for proposals
seeking a buyer to develop the
3.24-ha city-owned site will be
issued in the spring.

3D rendering of the City of Orillia’s
vision for its waterfront. A 3.24-ha
city-owned site may be the lynchpin
connecting downtown to its waterfront.
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