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RFQ READY TO GO
Rob Jowett

T

he City of Orillia is
looking for a development
partner to help revitalize
its waterfront.
Orillia will be releasing
a request for qualifications
the week of April 8, seeking
a development partner for
a 3.24-hectare city-owned
site at 70 Front Street. The
successful proponent will not
only revitalize the waterfront
site, creating a vibrant mixeduse neighbourhood, but will
connect the waterfront with
the city’s downtown historic
core.
“It may be the most
beautiful waterfront in the
province. And we have
a wonderful… heritage
downtown,” Orillia mayor
Steve Clarke told NRU.
“[But] quite frankly, there’s a
significant lack of connectivity
there. So we’re looking to
connect in a meaningful way
the beautiful waterfront and
the heritage downtown.”
The city has a concept
for the site which includes
over 4,645 square metres of
commercial and/or residential
uses over three blocks, with
about 100 residential units,
mostly townhouses. It has
been zoned for a minimum of
two storeys, and maximum of
four to six storeys to preserve
views of the waterfront.
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However, to provide the
successful proponent with
some flexibility, the official
plan permits a height increase
of up to eight storeys for some
parts of the site through a
zoning by-law amendment.
As part of the concept,

Coldwater Street is to be
extended through the site to
the waterfront, connecting it
to the downtown.
Orillia real estate and
commercial development
manager Laura Thompson
says the city wants to create

Map of Orillia’s
preferred development
concept for its
waterfront.
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The City of Orillia is
seeking a developer to
redevelop 3.24 ha of
city-owned waterfront
property. The lands
have been zoned for
heights of four and
six storeys, and the
official plan allows
for increases to eight
storeys on portions of
the property through
a zoning by-law
amendment.
SOURCE: CITY OF ORILLIA

a waterfront neighbourhood
that reflects Orillia’s unique
history.
“We really want to see
something that’s made for
Orillia,” she says. “We don’t
want a development that could
be picked up and placed in any
other community in Ontario.
… Orillia’s waterfront has a
really rich cultural heritage,
and we’d like to see a proposal
that integrates the downtown
and waterfront, and reflects
that heritage.”
The RFQ comes after
more than a decade of work
by planning staff to find a way
to redevelop the site, which is
between the waterfront and a
commercial plaza at the edge
of downtown. Thompson says
the plaza was planned without
considering its impact on the
waterfront, and it creates a
barrier between the waterfront
and the downtown.
“Currently this [waterfront]
site… is very underutilized,”
she says. “It’s got a grocery
anchor tenant on one
side of the property, and
then there’s a plaza on the
southern portion of the [site]
that’s underutilized. It’s not
aesthetically pleasing. It doesn’t
give the best impression that
Orillia could give to those
coming to the city by the
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waterfront. So what we’re
hoping to… see in a proposal
is a development which
considers the fact that this is a
community space.”
The city has approved
12 principles to guide the
redevelopment and underpin

council’s vision for the area.
These are connecting the
downtown and the waterfront,
creating a high quality public
realm and safe pedestrian
environment, incorporating
sustainable design and
building practices, respecting

the surrounding built form,
considering food and grocery
needs, integrating parking and
servicing, enhancing the visitor
experience, and optimizing the
city’s financial returns.
Orillia’s waterfront is a
major tourist attraction which
brings tens of thousands of
visitors each year to the city,
says Thompson. An important
aspect of the redevelopment
will be to enhance the visitor
experience.
Clarke says he hopes the
development will be a catalyst
Aerial photo of Orillia waterfront
lands that are part of a recent RFQ
seeking qualified developers.

for further development
in downtown Orillia while
strengthening the city’s urban
core.
“Adding to the health of
the core of the city is what
we’re trying to do, and what we
hope it brings about is simply
more people living there, more
people visiting, [and] more
people working here,” he says.
The RFQ is the first of two
steps. Through that process
five proponents will be selected
and issued an RFP, anticipated
by the end of June. Thompson
says city staff expects to finalize
the sale of the property by the
end of 2019.
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HEALTHY COMMUNITIES:

The Town of Aurora is currently seeking a Manager, Development Planning to
to join our Planning and Development Services Department.

Keynote by

If you are interested in the Manager, Development Planning position,
click here to review the posting details.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH AGENGIES

The application deadline for this position is April 16, 2019.
aurora.ca/jobs

LORETTA RYAN

Adaptation of the London Cholera Map of Dr. John Snow from 1854
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