
Social, Economic and 
Environmental Benefits

• Every hectare developed in a brownfield saves up to an estimated 4.5 hectares of greenfield  
   land from being developed in an outlying area.1 

• Infill redevelopment reduces urban sprawl and supports intensification, allowing communities   
  to reduce the impact on the environment.

• Redevelopment of brownfields in the urban core;

 - Allows the development to make use of existing infrastructure such as schools, community  
     facilities, public transit, roads, sewers, water lines, public spaces and more.2

 - Allows the community to use alternative means of public and/or active transportation to 
      travel to the facility, reducing pollution, traffic congestion and saving transportation costs.

     - Enables the reuse of properties which would otherwise remain undeveloped and under used. 

• The redevelopment of vacant lands along the West Street South corridor provides an        
  opportunity to beautify a major entrance and corridor to the downtown core.

• Redevelopment of brownfields can become a catalyst for new development within the West     
  Street South corridor.

• “By turning brownfields into public open spaces, municipalities can not only increase quality of 
  life within a neighbourhood but also make neighbouring brownfield properties more attractive    
  to developers.”3

• For every $1 invested in brownfield redevelopment, $3.80 is invested in the economy.4
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According to the Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
brownfield properties are, “lands that are potentially contaminated 
due to historical industrial, or commercial land use practices, and 
are underutilized, derelict or vacant”.1

Due to their origins, 
brownfields are 
typically located 
within urban centres 
and/or along major 
transportation 
corridors. Since 

the development of these properties can be more complex than 
undeveloped greenfield lands, these sites are often left to sit 
empty and derelict for years, occupying valuable real estate and 
presenting visual blights in otherwise vibrant communities.

Brownfield redevelopment continues to be successful across 
the province, country and the world!

What are Brownfields?

Above: Dr. Nina Scarito Park (brownfield redevelopment), Lawrence, MA2


	Redeveloping Brownfields - Social Economic and Environmental Benefits
	Redeveloping Brownfields - What are Brownfields

