
The Stack 
Gallery

Presented by the Art in Public 
Places Committee

The Stack Gallery features original works of art on loan to 
the City of Orillia. Exhibits will rotate throughout the year 
and may include a combination of works priced to sell or 
from private collections. 

The Gallery, along with many architectural features 
throughout the building, is designed to honour the site’s 
industrial past. As seen in the photograph below, the site 
was once home to the manufacturing company, Otaco Ltd. 
(Orillia Tudhope Anderson Company) and its iconic stack 
labelled “Tudhope”. The company produced a wide variety 
of products over the years, from farming implements to 
undercarriages to Minnitoys for nearly a century. Once a 
bustling manufacturing hub, the Orillia Recreation Centre 
brings a renewed vibrancy to this location in the heart of 
downtown Orillia.



Mechanics of LifeMechanics of Life

From the Orillia Heritage Centre archives (file name: Otaco033) 
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EXHIBIT: MECHANICS OF LIFE
The theme invited to draw on their own creativity to glean what “Mechanics of Life” 
means to them through visual expression. The words “mechanics” and “life” can be 
interpreted in many different ways, challenging artists to reflect on the mechanical and 
physical purposes of the site, both past and present, including its current focus on 
health and wellness, along with its historical, industrial and geographical significance.
The exhibit was juried by the Art in Public Places Committee and features eight original 
works of art by artists from the Orillia area.  
APPRECIATING THE PAST WHILE EMBRACING THE FUTURE
• Jon Oelrichs Portland #5
• Dan Kehoe Industrial Evolution
• Carol Deimling The Swimmer
• Carol Deimling Grand and Steel Staircase
• James McKee The Ultimate Bass Player
• Dani Magder Inner Workings
• Terry McIntosh Basics
• Wendy Cooper-Parkinson Nested



“I am a painter who works 
primarily in Oil and has been 
making paintings with an 
increasingly serious 
commitment to the folly, and 
absurdity of this pursuit for 
over 40 years. I live and work 
on the edge of the moraine in 
Oro Medonte.”



James Alexander (Jimi) McKee has been a 
practicing artist since 1959. He is driven by a 
passion for learning, and his interest in the 
crossroads between art and mechanical 
functioning has influenced much of the work he 
has produced. Alongside his prolific career as 
an illustrator, painter, sculptor, and art restorer, 
he has rebuilt dozens of antique boats and 
cars. In this way his interests cross-pollinate, 
pin striping and, detailing cars while drawing his 
mechanical knowledge into two and three 
dimensional artworks.



Dan Kehoe is an amateur painter whose 
artistic pursuits have provided him a 
creative release which is relaxing and self-
satisfying. His choice of medium is water-
colour and acrylic. Subjects range from 
portraits to landscapes. Born and raised in 
Bancroft, Ontario, Dan has resided in 
Orillia for over thirty-five years.



I am an artist that enjoys creating in many 
different mediums. I paint landscapes and 
florals in acrylic, do mixed media as well as 
make things out of found and recycled 
materials. I love to explore in nature to find 
inspiration and I love to search for discarded or 
unwanted junk, rusty gold, and wood of all 
kinds. I’m a bit of a wood hoarder and have 
accumulated quite a stockpile. I love to search 
the shorelines of Lake Simcoe and Couchiching 
for interesting looking driftwood to use in my 
art. I’ve also been known to dumpster dive and 
have made art out of unwanted and found 
objects to give them a new life and keep them 
out of the landfill.



Carol Deimling, an amateur 
photographer, also pursues painting 
and printmaking. Her work has been 
exhibited locally and in Toronto. As a 
founding member of the Simcoe 
Watershed Art Project she highlights 
the beauty and fragility of the lakes 
and wetlands in our area. She and 
Peter live in Severn Township.





My work is an expression of an 
ongoing desire to understand 
and to give voice to what I see 
around me as well as to what 
I feel inside me. In living a life 
based on that, I continue to 
find direction, connection and 
meaning in my daily life, not 
just as an artist, but in all that I 
do. Recent work includes 
collage, mixed-media, 
painting, and large-scale 
drawing; as well as 
printmaking and enamel 
(ground glass on copper).



I like to think of myself as an 
artist who moonlights as a 
dental assistant. I have been 
creative my whole life and 
dabbled in many different 
mediums over the years. 
Most recently I have been 
loving acrylic pouring; both 
on canvas and glassware. I 
am a mom to two teenage 
boys who describe my art as 
unique and consistent. I love 
the challenge of creating 
something that someone 
else loves. 
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