
Expressions of Identity



The Indigenous Gallery, located in the culture display
cabinet at the Orillia Recreation Centre, is a dedicated
exhibition space developed in partnership with the City
of Orillia and the Orillia Native Women’s Group.

Artworks featured in the gallery are thoughtfully
selected by Indigenous artists, showcasing a range of
creative expressions that honour cultural traditions,
contemporary perspectives, and deep connections to
the land. Through rotating displays, visitors can
experience diverse art forms, including visual art,
traditional crafts, and modern interpretations. This
space fosters learning, reflection, and dialogue, while
celebrating Indigenous voices and ensuring their stories
are shared and appreciated within the Orillia community.

Many of the works displayed in the gallery are available for purchase. 
For inquiries or purchases, visit the Orillia Recreation Centre’s front 
desk or call 705-330-6479.

Please note that as part of a curated exhibition, purchased items will 
remain on display until the exhibit concludes.



WE ACKNOWLEDGE

The City of Orillia respectfully acknowledges that it is situated on the traditional territory 
of the Anishnaabeg, specifically the Chippewas of Rama First Nation, a member of the 
Chippewa Tri-Council and Three Fires Confederacy, and that it continues to be home to 
many diverse First Nations, Metis and Inuit Peoples.

As a City, we honour and value the significant historical and contemporary contributions of 
Indigenous Peoples to the area, home to one of North America’s oldest human 
developments, the Mnjikaning Fish Weirs.

We acknowledge that this land is covered by the Williams Treaties and Upper Canada 
Treaties signed by our governments on behalf of the Anishinaabe and Canadian Peoples, 
and was once part of the Coldwater-Narrows Reserve.

The City of Orillia is committed to building a welcoming, caring, inclusive and accessible 
community for all citizens, which includes helping the community understand, 
acknowledge, and take action towards real Truth and Reconciliation so that we can move 
forward together with respect, harmony and dignity for all Indigenous Peoples of the past, 
present and future.



Expressions of Identity

The Expressions of Identity exhibition is a powerful celebration of 
Indigenous artistry, lived experience, and cultural heritage. This 
exhibition invites viewers to reflect on and learn about Indigenous 
identity—its depth, diversity, and ongoing evolution—through the 
creative expressions of Indigenous artists.

Created in partnership with the City of Orillia and the Orillia Native 
Women’s Group (ONWG), the exhibition features a collection of works 
that explore identity through culture, language, family, teachings, 
personal histories, and connections to the land. Each piece offers a 
meaningful window into how identity is carried, shaped, and 
transformed across generations. Located in the culture display case 
at the Orillia Recreation Centre, the exhibition is scheduled to be 
on display from December 2025 – June 2026.



Artist                              Title of Work

Keeanna Beaudoin  Hair Barrette
(Custodian)    

Monica Loney  Tossing and Turning

Summer Maracle-Muir Tsyanì:to Ononhkwà:tshera (Beaver Medicine)

Jessica Martin  Don’t Ruin What Could Be (1)
    With What You Think You Could Be (2)

Lisa Phillips   Stronger Together 

FEATURED ARTISTS Please inquire at the front desk 

of the Orillia Recreation Center 

if interested in purchasing any 

of the artwork priced for sale. 

Items purchased from the 

galleries must remain in the 

exhibition until its closing.

WORKS FOR SALE



HAIR BARRETTE

Keeanna Beaudoin (Custodian) 

Beadwork
4” x 2”
Not For Sale

Shekolih keeanna ni yukyats anó-wal niwakitaló:t. Hello 
my name is keeanna turtle is my clan. I've been learning 
beadwork on my own as my family was from Southwold, 
and moved to Toronto during the residential schools, as 
my great-great grandmother was fearful.

This beautiful hair barrette was given to me not too long 
ago. My grandmother was passed down this hair piece 
from her grandmother, who I believe had made this 
gorgeous, beaded piece.



TOSSING AND TURNING

Monica Loney

Visual Art
8.5” x 11” 
$150

Tossing, turning — restless bones,
Haunted by songs in ancestral tones.
Dreams drift down from cedar skies,
While concrete hums with lullabies.

In every turn, I reawaken
To pieces stolen, given, taken.
And in that motion, I begin
To gather all that lives within.

No stillness yet — not here, not now,
But I am learning to allow
The night to hold me as I am:
A question, a fire, one with the land.



Tsyanì:to Ononhkwà:tshera 
(Beaver Medicine)

Summer Maracle-Muir

Buffalo Leather, Czech Seed Beads, Beaver Face, Beaver Vertebrae.
6.5” x 8” 
Not for Sale

Akenhnhà:ke ionkiá’ts Wakhskaré:wake. Wakenonhseshró:non 
Kanien’kehá:ka. Tekaientané:ken.

My name is Summer (She brings the day), Bear clan. I am a person 
of the longhouse, Mohawk. Tyendinaga.

This piece belongs in my personal collection, it is a medicine bag. My 
protector is the Beaver, spiritual law of wisdom. The beaver is a 
visionary. Beavers are inventive, creative and they’re builders. Having 
access to sacred medicines is so powerful. Medicines help me feel 
connected to the land. Smudging provides me with comfort and 
grounding. Being able to share medicines brings me balance and 
peace (skén:nen).

Wisdom is not to be confused with knowledge. Wisdom is the gained 
experience and knowledge is to know the difference and accept 
responsibility and accountability. When one pollutes the water, one 
does not break a human law, but the law of nature, which states that 
to poison the water, is to destroy oneself.



DON’T RUIN WHAT COULD BE, 
WITH WHAT YOU THINK COULD BE.

Jessica Martin

Drawing – Ink & Pencil
8.5” x 5.75” each 
$300

This series reflects on transformation, 
resilience, and the ways identity is carried 
through growth and change. The imagery of 
the caterpillar — cradling a fiddle, holding a 
heart, surrounded by blossoms — speaks to 
the tenderness and strength that exist 
together on the path of becoming. Through 
an interdisciplinary process combining 
illustration, text, and symbolic storytelling, 
the work considers how imagination and 
lived experience shape what is possible. The 
words "Don't ruin what could be with what 
you think could be" remind us that identity, 
like the natural world, unfolds in its own time, 
and that beauty emerges when we allow 
space for transformation.



STRONGER TOGETHER

Lisa Phillips

Mixed Media on Canvas
12” x 16” 
Not for Sale

Stronger Together was created during the lockdown period of the COVID19 pandemic. At 
this time, communities were unable to gather in person and I felt very disconnected from 
community and in turn my spirit. Community did their best to create digital environments 
for culture, tradition and gathering to still take place but one crucial piece was missing: the 
land. The land is deeply interwoven in what it means to be Indigenous to me. From the 
land, our stories come into being. These stories and experiences on the land form cultural, 
spiritual, and personal identity. This artwork depicts a man and a woman to represent the 
two sides of creation from which all life is derived. They stand on the land and near the 
water with bare feet to show their physical connection to the Aki Kwe (mother earth). 
They remain faceless like the Faceless Doll Project by ONWA representing MMIWG. It’s 
believed that giving a face is to give something a spirit-an identity. These two on the 
canvas are meant to be a symbol of male and female so people can see themselves. 
They’re in regalia because to dance is to pray and heal which empowers identity, 
confidence, and strength. The bears in the sky are a reminder that clan helpers are always 
with Indigenous people offering their support on our journeys. The background is a sunset 
to depict the eastern direction where creation begins.



Presented in partnership by the City of Orillia 
and the Orillia Native Women’s Group.
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