Effective July 1, 2017 residents will need to use paper or certified compostable bags or a labelled yard waste
container only for setting out leaf and yard waste. Clear plastic bags are no longer accepted after this date for
leaf and yard waste.

Q: Why is the City of Orillia only accepting paper or certified compostable bags for yard waste as of July

1,2017?

A: The City of Orillia is making this change for the following reasons:

« Lower collection costs. It is estimated that approximately $27,000 will be saved per year in collection costs.

« Speed up collection. Changing to paper bags will speed up collection times, particularly during the busy
fall leaf collection season, because plastic bags won't have to be emptied.

« Fewer collection trucks. There will be fewer collection trucks on the road during the busy fall leaf collection
season.

« Increased diversion. Plastic bags always had leftover leaves in them that couldn’t be emptied; these leaves
ended up in the landfill - now they won't.

« Cleaner curbsides. Paper bags will result in less spillage of leaves at the curb from dumping the plastic
bags.

+ Less litter. No more plastic bags will be blown around on windy days after being emptied and left at the
curb.

« Consistency: More consistent program with surrounding municipalities.

Q: What can | do with my leftover clear plastic bags?

A: Residents are permitted to use their remaining clear bags for setting out tagged garbage. Remaining
clear bags can also be used for setting out recycling containers, recycling paper or diapers (no garbage tag
required.)

Q: What if | want to use a reusable container to set out my yard waste?
A: Using a labelled yard waste container for setting out leaf and yard waste is certainly still an option. Free
labels are available at the Waste Diversion Site located at 100 Kitchener St.

Q: How do | know if my bag is certified compostable?
A: Certified compostable bags must have at least one of these logos on the box or bag:
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Q: How can | reduce the number of paper bags | put out at the curb?
A:Bag usage can be greatly reduced by mulching the leaves before bagging them, leaving the mulched leaves
on your lawn or by backyard composting the leaves.

For more information visit orillia.ca/recyclingtips or call the Waste Diversion Site at 705-325-3522.




