
Establishing, Operating and Maintaining 

Source Water Protection is a provincial requirement of the Clean Water 
Act meant to protect our municipal drinking water sources (lakes, 
rivers and underground) from contamination and overuse.

Water is Life - Protect It!
The City of Orillia is part of the Lake Simcoe Source 
Protection Region under the Clean Water Act.

The Source Protection Authority developed 
processes for municipalities to provide guidance 
to property owners in vulnerable areas where 
activities would cause a significant drinking water 
threat. Land-use activities have been inventoried 
in vulnerable areas and significant drinking water 
threats have been identified. 

Public Outreach EDU-7

Waste Disposal Sites

What Are Waste Disposal Sites?
A waste disposal site is any land, building, or structure in connection with the depositing, disposal, handling, 
storage, transfer, treatment or processing of waste (which includes ashes, garbage, refuse, domestic waste, 
industrial waste, municipal refuse and more).

Waste disposal sites require an Environmental Compliance Approval issued under the Environmental 
Protection Act, and are required to have this prior to the establishment, extending, or ongoing operation of a 
waste disposal site.

Find our source protection mapping online: orillia.ca/SourceProtection



Speaking Of: Waste Disposal Sites

Safe Drinking Water
The first barrier to safe drinking water 
starts with source water protection. Help 
protect our precious resource.

Determining a Significant Drinking 
Water Threat
The primary circumstances that determine whether 
an activity is a significant drinking water threat 
are the types of materials being disposed (e.g. 
petroleum), the storage location (e.g. above or 
below grade) and the area of land of the disposal 
site (hectares) and the vulnerable 
area/score.

Importance of Source Water 
Protection
The objective of this document is to provide the 
policies that the Source Water Protection Committee 
has developed to protect existing and future 
municipal drinking water sources, such as lakes, 
rivers and groundwater.

Where Are Significant Drinking 
Water Threats?
In areas with a vulnerability score of 8-to-10, waste 
diversion sites are most likely to be a significant 
drinking water threat. Threats can specifically exist 
on properties located within 100 metres of the 
municipal well, in the most vulnerable areas of the 
two-year time-of-travel zone, and one kilometre 
upstream and 120 metres onto the shore of a 
surface water intake. (Wellhead Protection Area A 
and Wellhead Protection Area B, Intake Protection 
Zone 1.)

Prohibited Waste Storage Areas
To reduce risks to source water, new waste storage 
operations will be prohibited at locations where it 
would be considered a significant threat to municipal 
drinking water sources. Prohibition is only used in 
the most vulnerable areas.

South Georgian Bay Lake Simcoe Source 
Protection Region
ourwatershed.ca
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