Removal of Abandoned

Fuel Tanks

Public Outreach FUEL-4

Source Water Protection is a provincial requirement of the Clean Water
Act meant to protect our municipal drinking water sources (lakes, rivers
and underground) from contamination and overuse.

Why is This Important?

Abandoned underground tanks and leaky buried
fuel tanks may pose a hazard to your health and
property. They can also cause offensive odours and
contaminate surface and subsurface soils.

In accordance with the South Georgian Bay Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan Policy, and the City’s Municipal
Code Chapter 870, all property owners located in
vulnerable areas where the use of an existing fuel
storage tank would be considered a significant
drinking water threat within the Clean Water Act shall
be required to remove abandoned fuel storage tanks
within one year of abandonment and unused fuel
storage tanks once no longer in use.

What is a Vulnerable Area?

A Source Protection Plan protects the area around
municipal drinking water wells and surface water
intakes from activities that are, or would become,
significant drinking water threats. These areas are
called vulnerable areas.

The Source Protection Plan contain policies that

either recommend or require that actions be taken to
address activities identified as threats to drinking water
sources.
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Removal of Abandoned Fuel Tanks

Abandoned Properties

“Abandoned property” means the property has been
deserted or unoccupied whereby no inhabitation is
being conducted, and no fuel use is needed for the
property.

Unused Tanks

Fuel storage tanks that will no longer be used
indefinitely by the occupant of the property.

Environmental Assessment and
Reporting Requirement

Upon the permanent removal of an underground
storage tank, the owner of the property must

have an assessment report completed that
delineates the full extent of any petroleum product
that has escaped to the natural environment.

All environmental assessment activities must be
completed in accordance with the requirements
specified in the TSSA Fuel Safety Division’s
Environmental Management Protocol for Fuel
Handling Sites in Ontario TSSA EMP-2012.

Background

The City of Orillia drinking water comes
from Lake Couchiching and groundwater
wells.

Protecting our sources of drinking water
from contamination helps to ensure clean
water for now and in the future.

Do Your Part to Protect Our
Drinking Water!

South Georgian Bay Lake Simcoe Source
Protection Region

ourwatershed.ca

Enforcement

A Risk Management Official/Risk Management
Inspector is vested with the authority of enforcing
the provisions of the City’s Chapter 865.

Contact Information

Zach Gorbell | Environmental Officer
(Source/Storm), RMI
L 249-881-0113 == zgorbell@orillia.ca

Greg Preston | Director, RMO/RMI
L 705-325-2444 ™~ gpreston@orillia.ca

City of Orillia Environment and Infrastructure
Services Department

Waste Management and Environmental
Compliance Division
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