
357-2019-3159

Mr. Stan Martinello  
Project Engineer I  
City of Orillia  
50 Andrew Street S., Suite 300 
Orillia ON  L3V 7T5  
smartinello@orillia.ca  

Dear Mr. Martinello: 

On August 26, 2019, the ministry received one Part II Order request asking that the City 
of Orillia (City) be required to prepare an individual environmental assessment for the 
proposed Centennial Drive Area Improvements (project) before it proceeds.  

I am taking this opportunity to inform you that I have decided that an individual 
environmental assessment is not required.  This decision was made after giving careful 
consideration to the issues raised in the request, the project documentation, the 
provisions of Municipal Class Environmental Assessment and other relevant matters 
required to be considered under subsection 16(4) of the Environmental Assessment 
Act. 

The reasons for my decision may be found in the attached table.  In the interest of 
transparency, I encourage you to make this letter available to the greater public on the 
City’s website. 

With this decision having been made, the City can now proceed with the project, subject 
to any other permits or approvals required.  The City must ensure the project is 
implemented in the manner it was developed and designed, as set out in the project 
documentation, and inclusive of all mitigating measures, and environmental and other 
provisions therein. 

Lastly, I would like to ensure that the City understands that failure to comply with the 
Act, the provisions of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment, and failure to 
implement the project in the manner described in the planning documents, are 
contraventions of the Act and may result in prosecution under section 38 of the Act.  

Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

Office of the Minister 

777 Bay Street, 5th Floor 
Toronto ON  M7A 2J3 
Tel.: 416-314-6790 

Ministère de l'Environnement,  
de la Protection de la nature et des 
Parcs  

Bureau du ministre 

777, rue Bay, 5e étage 
Toronto ON  M7A 2J3 
Tél. : 416-314-6790 

April 24, 2020



 

 
I am confident that the City recognizes the importance and value of the Act and will 
ensure that its requirements and those of the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment are satisfied.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Yurek  
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Requester 

 Mayor Steve Clarke (mayor@orillia.ca) 
 EA File No. 19074 – Centennial Drive Area Improvements 
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Centennial Drive Area Improvements –  

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

 
Minister’s Review of Issues Raised by Requester 

 

Issue Response and Analysis 

The requester has concern 
that the proponent did not 
follow the Class 
Environmental Assessment 
process and only disclosed 
the location of the proposed 
pumping station midway 
through the process at the 
May 14, 2018 Public 
Information Centre. 

Three public information centres were held. One in November 
2016, one in November 2017, and one in May 2018. The 
pumping station alternatives were shared at the November 
2017 public information centre.  
 
The first public information centre, on November 9, 2016, 
presented five alternatives that focused on transportation 
issues.  Following input from the public and agencies, the City 
authorized an expansion in the scope of the work to include a 
new local sanitary sewer and pumping station.   
 
The City held a second public information centre on November 
9, 2017 to share details of the project’s scope expansion.  The 
City presented sanitary servicing alternatives for the project, 
which included a pumping station east of Cedar Island Road. 
 
The final public information centre was held on May 14, 2018, 
where the City presented various design alternatives for a 
pumping station east of Cedar Island Road.  The 
Environmental Study Report identifies that a combination of 
alternatives was selected as the preferred alternative which 
includes a new pumping station on the east side of Cedar 
Island Road.  The City mailed notification letters to the 
requester before each of the public information centres. 
 
Ministry staff are satisfied that the City followed the 
consultation requirements of the Class Environmental 
Assessment. 

The requester has 
concerns that the 
proposed pumping 
station is located on a 
flood plain that is 
unstable land. 

The City is required to complete a soils report during detailed 
design to identify any additional measures required to address 
ground conditions that may be encountered at the proposed 
pumping station site.  The soils report will be completed by a 
qualified engineer.  The single-storey pumping station will be 
designed at an appropriate elevation in consideration of 
potential flooding.   
 
Ministry staff are satisfied that the City will undertake a soils 
report during detailed design to address ground conditions 
prior to construction of the proposed pumping station. 
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Issue Response and Analysis 

The requester has 
concerns about the 
environmental impacts of 
the proposed pumping 
station (including 
potential spills) and 
indicates that the existing 
pumping station has 
fewer environmental 
consequences. 

The City considered environmental impacts as a result of the 
proposed pumping station.  The proposed pumping station will 
be located 15 metres from an unnamed watercourse that flows 
into Lake Couchiching and 150 metres away from that lake. 
 
The Environmental Study Report identifies a minimum setback 
of 15 metres be maintained from an unnamed watercourse and 
that mitigation measures be followed to reduce potential 
impacts during construction and future operations of the station 
(e.g., oil and grit runoff from the driveway, potential for diesel 
generator leaks). 
 
The existing pumping station is operating within ministry 
guidelines (in compliance with its Environmental Compliance 
Approval), however its underground concrete structure is aging 
(built in 1933), pumps are nearing the end of their serviceable 
life, it has no emergency generator and no emergency sewage 
storage holding tank. The existing pumping station will be 
decommissioned after the new one is constructed to eliminate 
environmental risks associated with the aging infrastructure. 
 
The proposed pumping station does not require effluent 
discharge into a water body.  The City has committed to 
designing the pumping station with a two hour emergency 
sewage storage holding tank, and fuel containment facilities for 
an emergency diesel generator.  The proposed design of the 
pumping station is intended to ensure that during any 
mechanical failures, or power outages, the sewage flowing into 
the pumping station can be accommodated until alternate 
pump out arrangements can be put into place. 
 
Ministry staff are satisfied that City has considered the impacts 
of the proposed pumping station on the environment. 

The requester has 
concerns that alternative 
pumping station locations 
were not adequately 
considered and that the 
proposed pumping 
station is located on a 
flood plain that is 
unstable land. 

The City considered three locations for the pumping station: 

• near the existing pumping station at the Elgin and Scott 
Street intersection, which would require land acquisition 
(approximately 300 metres west of the preferred 
alternative’s Cedar Island Road site);  

• a site approximately 300 metres south of the preferred 
location east of Cedar Island Road or,  

• a location on Cedar Island Road on City-owned land 
(preferred alternative). 

 
The preferred alternative’s Cedar Island Road location allows 
the existing pumping station at the Elgin and Scott Street 
intersection to remain operational while the new pumping 
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Issue Response and Analysis 

station is being built.  This alternative does not require an 
interim pumping solution. 
 
The site in the immediate vicinity of the existing pumping 
station at Elgin and Scott Street intersection was not selected 
because of a property rights issue.   
 
The site approximately 300 metres south of the preferred 
location was not chosen since it would block traffic movement, 
would be on an easement granted to the Orillia Power 
Distribution Corporation for their overhead powerline, would 
require a short segment of multi-use trail, and would incur 
additional costs of $695,000 above preferred alternative’s 
Cedar Island Road site (due to the extension of services, 
additional depth of the pumping station’s well, and increased 
pump size). Ministry staff are satisfied that City has considered 
alternatives in the selection of the proposed pumping station 
and has followed the requirements of the Class Environmental 
Assessment. 

The requester has 
concerns that the project 
may restrict access to 
communities and trails off 
Cedar Island Road. 

The proposed pumping station at Cedar Island Road is subject 
to the provisions of the City’s zoning by-law and road design 
requirements.  During detailed design, the proposed pumping 
station’s site layout will accommodate sight triangle 
requirements to ensure that driver safety and pedestrian safety 
are not compromised.  Additionally, construction of the 
pumping station at the proposed location will not impact 
existing access to the communities and trails off Cedar Island 
Road. 
 
Ministry staff are satisfied that the City has considered the 
pumping station’s potential impact on the communities’ access 
requirements. 

Out of Scope Issues Not applicable to the Class Environmental Assessment 
Process. 

The requester has 
indicated that the City 
has no environmental 
policies. 

Municipalities must follow applicable legislation, for example, 
the Endangered Species Act, the Environmental Protection 
Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, etc.  In addition to provincial 
legislation, there is also Provincial Policy (such as the 
Provincial Policy Statement) that must be adhered to, and 
which is implemented through the City’s Official Plan. 

The requester has 
concerns about the 
qualifications of the City’s 
project team. 

The City retained a consultant for the preparation of the 
project’s Environmental Study Report and its detailed design.  
The consultant also retained professional sub-consultants for 
technical components of the Environmental Study Report, 
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Issue Response and Analysis 

including professional engineers, archaeologists, and 
environmental professionals. 

Mediation 

The requester would like to 
enter into mediation 
regarding their outstanding 
issues on the project. 

Mediation is used to help parties that are attempting to resolve 
a dispute but have not been able to reach an agreement by 
themselves; however, not all disputes are amenable to the 
mediation process. 
 
Mediation would not be beneficial in this case because the City 
has made several attempts to resolve the requester’s 
concerns, and the protection of the environment has been 
addressed by the City during the class environmental 
assessment process.  The City feels that mediation would be 
ineffective and is not open to the mediation process.  To date, 
a solution satisfying both parties could not be met.  As such, 
mediation is not recommended by Ministry staff. 

 


