
Facility Amenities
• 25m, 8-lane lap pool with viewing area
• Therapeutic pool
• Leisure pool with play features
• Gymnasium with 2 FIBA sized basketball courts and a viewing area
• Childcare room
• Multi-purpose room
• Fitness centre including studio fitness rooms
• Walking/jogging track

The building has been designed to provide possible expansion 
of an arena and field house in the future. 

WINTER 2016

Situated in the heart of Orillia , the City’s new recreation 
facility will provide a blend of leisure, sport, fitness and recreational 
amenities for individuals and families, as well as competitive sport venues for
groups and organizations. 

Orillia Recreation Facility
255 West St. S. 

Progress Report: Detailed Design is Now Complete

orillia.ca



Detailed Design Phase Now Complete

The Detailed Design Phase of the recreation project is now 
complete. During this phase, the City’s Recreation Project 
Team (RPT) met regularly with MJM Architects to discuss the 
requirements and micro-details of the building, including 
mechanical, electrical, security, communication/audio visual, and 
information technology requirements for the building. Micro 
meetings were also held with the recreation facility’s major user 
groups including the Channel Cats, the Orillia Lakers and Orillia 
Suns Volleyball and more.

The interior space program was refined based on input 
received from the RPT and Orillia’s major user groups. Design 
refinements include:

• Layout of leisure pool and therapy pool.
• On-deck viewing gallery for parents within the natatorium.
• More efficient layout of both the wet and dry change rooms.
• Layout of fitness and studio fitness space to maximize use of     
  interior floor space.

The exterior finish of the building reflects a design of brick and 
glass that is a nod to Orillia’s industrial heritage. The glazing and 
levels of glass will be energy efficient and will take advantage of 
the natural light coming into the building. The materials selected 
are robust and will provide a building of high quality. 

Some exterior design refinements include:

• Adjustment of parking islands to accommodate water runoff.
• Roof design to allow for the installation of solar panels.
• Rough-in for 10 electric car charging stations.
• Design of recycling and garbage area to be hidden from the      
  general site view and to accommodate the radius for large trucks 
required for pick up.

Project Plans and Studies 

A Soil Management Plan has been completed for the site and 
different options for the importation of fill, including sourcing 
locally, are being investigated. The implementation of this plan will 
formalize the management of any excavated soils on site, as well 
as the import and placement of engineered soil as construction 
progresses to ensure that all work is done in compliance with 
the Certificate of Property Use (CPU). Other plans and studies 
completed during this phase of the project include a Health and 
Safety Plan for work being done on-site and the Environmental 
Impact Study (EIS), which defines the environmental protection 
area and reflects the requirements of the City’s Official Plan. The 
EIS, as completed by Cambium Inc., the City’s environmental 
consultant, is the driving force behind the landscape design 
elements of the project currently being worked on.

MJM Architects has also submitted Site Plan Approval documents 
for review to the City’s Development Services Department; it is 
anticipated City staff feedback and comments will be compiled 
by the end of February 2016. 

Based on the Geotechnical Investigation Report and an in-depth 
review of foundation systems completed during the Detailed 
Design Phase, it has been determined that the rammed aggregate 
piers system is the most effective cost efficient foundation option. 

This type of foundation system involves drilling a series of holes 
to varying depths that are filled with crushed aggregate and 
compacted under pressure. The benefit to this system is that very 
little soil will be moved or displaced from under the footprint of 
the building.  Placement of the piers can adapt to specific site 
conditions, such as boulders and former foundations that may be 
encountered as the piers do not have to be placed in a precise 
location.

“                  What really inspires us is our 
clients, what their vision is for their facility 
and what they want for their community.”    
-  R O B E R T  A L L E N ,  M J M  A R C H I T E C T S

R A M M E D  AG G R E G AT E  P I E R S



Clearing the Way for Construction 

In December 2015, Council approved awarding the site grubbing 
contract to R & D Excavating Ltd. The clearing and grubbing of 
all plant material, trees and stumps in the development and 
naturalized area of the 255 West St. S. site are being completed 
during the winter months as required by the EIS. Completing the 
site clearing at this time will minimize the impact on nesting birds 
and wildlife habitat on the site. As of the end of January 2016, a 
majority of the site has been cleared of all plant material and trees, 
including invasive species such as Phragmites. 

The installation of a new construction entranceway and erosion 
and sediment control has commenced and will be ongoing 
over the next couple of months.  This will prepare the site for the 
anticipated start of construction in summer 2016.

Another aspect of preparing for construction is the removal 
of most of the environmental monitoring wells from the site. 
Pertinent wells remain in place for the annual monitoring programs 

required by the CPU. The removal of wells was completed by 
Cambium Inc. who will oversee on-site work throughout the life 
of the project to ensure compliance with the terms of the CPU. 
Once the building and naturalized area is developed, some of the 
wells will be reinstalled to allow for regular annual monitoring.

Next Steps: Preparing for Construction

The City is now proceeding with the Construction Documentation 
and Tendering Phase of the project. This is when the RPT and 
MJM Architects examine and detail the overall design of the 
building to prepare a complete set of bidding and construction 
documents for the project tender. A pre-qualification process to 
establish eligible contractors who are qualified to bid on a project 
of this scope will also be completed during this phase. 

Once the tender is awarded, construction of the recreation facility 
can start shortly thereafter. The Construction Documentation 
and Tendering Phase is anticipated for completion in July 2016.
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Find us online at orillia.ca/recreationfacility

Watch for Advanced Aquatic 
Leadership courses in the 
Summer Splash brochure, 
released March 10.



Building Momentum
A Glimpse of Orillia’s Recreation Future

Watch “Orillia’s Recreation Facility: The Vision” on YouTube today!

orillia.ca


