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The City of Orillia declared a State of Emergency on March 20, 2020 
in response to COVID-19 to protect the health and safety of the 
Orillia community. 

For the most current City of Orillia information, please visit 
orillia.ca/COVID-19. For local health information updates, 
including information on local COVID-19 cases, visit 
simcoemuskokahealth.org or call 705-721-7520. 

Orillia COVID-19 Assessment 
Centre Updates
Testing is now by Appointment Only

Effective Oct. 6, 2020, the Couchiching COVID-19 Assessment Centre 
moved to the new appointment-only based model mandated by 
the Province. To book an appointment or for more information 
regarding the assessment centre, visit the COVID-19 page of Orillia 
Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital’s website at osmh.on.ca.  
 

Location Change

In order to continue to provide services during the colder winter 
months and to accommodate parking for appointment-only 
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bookings, the location of the Couchiching COVID-19 Assessment 
Centre has moved to Rotary Place, 100 University Ave., effective 
Oct. 6. The facility allows for ample parking, dedicated entry and 
exit, a large floor surface for testing, and a complete separation of 
the assessment centre from the rest of the building. 
 

Orillia COVID-19 Assessment Centre 

Location: Rotary Place, 100 University Ave. 

Open for appointments only: 11 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
and 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (Saturday and Sunday). 

The recommendations for COVID-19 testing include those who:
· are showing COVID-19 symptoms
· have been exposed to a confirmed case (informed by public health 
  or the COVID-19 app)
· are a resident or worker in a setting with a COVID-19  outbreak
· are eligible based on targeted testing as outlined by 
  the Ministry of Health
 
To book an appointment, visit osmh.on.ca/covid-19.

Gathering Limit Restrictions
 
To help stop the spread of COVID-19, the Province of Ontario has 
paused social circles and lowered limits for unmonitored and 
private social gatherings across Ontario to a maximum of 10 
people for an indoor event or gathering (previous limit of 50) or 25 
people at an outdoor event or gathering (previous limit of 100). For 
Provincial updates, visit ontario.ca/coronavirus.

Let’s All Do Our Part to Continue Fighting the Spread of COVID-19
 
With numbers in Ontario rising, kids back in school, and more people returning to work, it is absolutely critical that we stay vigilant and follow all the health and safety measures in place to help flatten the 
curve of the second wave of the virus. Practice physical distancing with anyone outside your household. Wash your hands and wear a mask. If you’re feeling unwell – get tested. Let’s all work together to keep 
our community healthy and safe. For information regarding the City’s response to COVID-19, visit orillia.ca/COVID-19.

Physically distance from 
those outside your 
household.
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2 Book an appointment 
to get tested if you feel 
unwell.

Wash your hands.

Adhere to provincial 
distancing and 
gathering restrictions.

Wear a face covering 
over your nose, mouth 
and chin.
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Practice safe 
shopping etiquette.
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Upcoming Meetings
Monday, Oct. 12: No Meeting (Thanksgiving Day)

Monday, Oct. 19: Council Committee 

Monday, Oct. 26: Regular Council 

Monday, Oct. 26: Public Meeting re Planning Matters

Monday, Nov. 2: Council Committee 

Monday, Nov. 9: Regular Council 

Please Note:
As of Sept. 1, 2020, Council Committee and Council 
meetings will begin at 4 p.m.  The Closed Session portion 
of these meetings will commence prior to 4 p.m. 
Meetings will be held electronically. Residents are 
encouraged to watch the meetings on Rogers TV or 
online. Full agenda packages and the streaming link are 
available at orillia.ca. For further information contact: 
Office of the City Clerk, 3rd Floor, Orillia City Centre,
50 Andrew St. S. 705-325-1311 or clerks@orillia.ca.

Important Dates

Notice !

Job Opportunities
Park/Facility Operator
Environment and Infrastructure Services Department
Closing: Oct. 14, 2020 

For a full list of positions available at the City of Orillia, 
including duties and qualifications, visit 
orillia.ca/employment.

Reminder to Taxpayers
The second instalment of the 2020 Regular Tax 
Bill is due and payable Oct. 15, 2020. 

Ratepayers are reminded that a penalty is added to all past due 
instalments or part thereof as follows:

• 1.25 per cent added on the first working day following the 
   due date and 
• 1.25 per cent per month thereafter beginning Nov. 1, 2020.

Failure to receive the tax bill does not relieve the property owner 
from payment of taxes or liability for penalty for late payment. 
Payments for both tax and water bills are accepted at most financial 
institutions.  To take advantage of our Pre-Authorized Tax Plan, 
please ensure that the Treasury Department receives the required 
signed pre-authorization tax form accompanied with a void cheque. 
This form is available on the City of Orillia website at 
orillia.ca/billpayments. For more information, please call 
705-329-7239.

Celebrating Thanksgiving Safely 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Due to the increased cases of COVID-19, the Province of Ontario 
has paused social circles and prohibited indoor gatherings of 10 or 
more with the exception of those who are within your household. 
For extended families and friends used to celebrating together at 
Thanksgiving, we understand this may disrupt annual traditions. 
We implore Orillia citizens to adhere to gathering restrictions, 
physical distancing and other COVID-19 measures and 
restrictions in place. 

This Thanksgiving, connect with friends and family outside of your 
household by calling or video chatting, holding an online dinner 
party, joining a religious service online or on television, or writing 
letters or sending a card.

If you participate in a gathering, the Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit recommends the following (as of Oct. 5):
• Do not gather if you have COVID-19 symptoms, are sick, or 
  have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19.
• Outdoor gatherings are the safest means of socializing.
• Stick to the provincial orders on social gathering size limits. 
• Always maintain a physical distance of at least 2 metres while 
  gathering with people who are not part of your household 
  and set out physical distancing guidelines to ensure there is 
  an appropriate amount of space between guests.
• Ask guests to bring their own supplies including cutlery, 
  glassware, food and drinks.

Thanksgiving Holiday Schedule
All City of Orillia facilities will be closed and services provided by 
phone or email will not be available on Monday, Oct. 12, 2020 
for Thanksgiving.

Orillia Transit/OWLS: No service on Oct. 12, 2020.
Orillia Public Library:  Closed on Oct. 12, 2020.

Holiday Waste Collection Schedule

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, there will be no recycling, 
green bin or yard waste collection on Monday, Oct. 12, 2020, 
and the Waste Diversion Site will be closed. 

Collection for the remainder of the week will be delayed by one 
day. Items must be at the curb by 7 a.m. to ensure collection. 
The regular collection schedule will resume on Monday, Oct. 19, 
2020. Download Pingstreet, the City’s free mobile app, for your 
personalized curbside collection schedule. Please note that the 
County of Simcoe holiday waste collection schedule does not 
affect City of Orillia residents.
 
For more information call 705-325-3522 or visit orillia.ca.

• Buffet-style food is not recommended. Don’t share food or 
  drinks with others.
• Provide disinfecting wipes,  hand sanitizer and individual 
  towelettes for guests.

See you at the Market!
The Orillia Farmers’ Market runs on 
Saturdays from 8 a.m - 12:30 p.m. 
The Orillia Farmers’ Market is set to move inside 
the Orillia Public Library starting Oct. 17 for the 
fall and winter season. Entry to the Market will be 
from the West Street doors. There will be no access 
to the library from this door. Please note that face 
coverings are required and that 
no public washrooms are available.

Orillia Opera House
Artist Life Stories Series 2020

Please note that the Box Office will be closed on 
Saturday of the Thanksgiving weekend, reopening at 
11 a.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 13. Visit orilliaoperahouse.ca 
for more information or to purchase tickets online 24/7.

Ian Thomas – A Life in Song: 
Thursday, Oct. 15  |  7:30 p.m.

Luke McMaster - My Life is a Song: 
Friday, Oct. 16  |  7:30 p.m.

Amy Sky - Love Pain and The Whole Damn Thing: 
Saturday, Oct. 17  |  7:30 p.m.

Maureen Jennings - Murdoch and Beyond: 
Sunday, Oct. 18  |  2 p.m.
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