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Introduction 
 
 This Consultation Centre presents the preliminary findings, including options, for the 

Neywash Street Extension Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) in order to 
obtain public input into selecting the most appropriate option.  

 
 Study is following the requirements of the Municipal Class EA document. 

Study Area 

Centennial Park 

Port of Orillia 
Veterans’ Memorial Park 
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MUNICIPAL CLASS EA SCHEDULE 
 
A number of study categories or schedules have been established to account for the 
range of environmental impacts: 
 

• Schedule A projects are limited in size and scope with minimal environmental 
impacts.  Improvements related to the operation and maintenance of roads are 
generally included in this category.  These projects are pre-approved. 

 
• Schedule A+ projects are pre-approved, but the public is to be advised prior to 

implementation.  Schedule A+ projects include localized transit operational 
improvements and construction of sidewalks in existing right-of-ways. 

 
• Schedule B projects have the potential for some adverse environmental effects.  

The proponent is required to contact the directly affected public and relevant 
review agencies for comment.  Schedule B projects generally include new roads 
costing under $2.3 million and expansions to existing facilities. 

 
• Schedule C projects include the construction of new roads costing more than 

$2.3 million and major expansions to existing facilities.  Since these types of 
projects have the potential for significant environmental impacts, they must 
proceed under the full planning procedures specified by the Municipal Class EA 
document.   

 
The Neywash Street Extension Project is proceeding under Schedule B.  
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SCHEDULE B PLANNING PROCESS – GENERAL 
 
For Schedule B projects, a three phase process is outlined in the Municipal Class EA: 
 

• Phase 1 – Identification of the Opportunity 
 

• Phase 2 – Options 
 

• Identification of options to the problem 
• Preliminary selection of the Schedule (A, A+, B or C) that applies to the 

project 
• Preparation of inventory of natural, social and economic environments 
• Identification of positive and negative effects of each option with respect to 

environmental factors 
• Evaluation of each option taking into consideration the environmental factors  
• Consultation with the public and review agencies to solicit input 
• Selection of the preferred option 
• Publication of a Notice of Completion that advises the public and review 

agencies of a 30 day period for additional input;  
 

• Last Phase – Completion of Contract Drawings and Construction  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE ARE HERE 
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SCHEDULE B PLANNING PROCESS FOR NEYWASH STREET PROJECT 

 
Phase 1 – Identification of the Opportunity 

• The September 17, 2012 “Downtown Tomorrow, Linking Orillia’s Core to the 
Water” report identified that new and extended streets are critical to connecting 
Lake Couchiching to the City.  The extension of Neywash Street from Laclie 
Street to Centennial Drive was identified as one of those streets.   

 
• The City’s Official Plan identified a number of viewscapes from the Downtown 

Area into Lake Couchiching.  One of these viewscapes is along Neywash Street.  
The Official Plan identifies that the viewscapes should be protected, achieved 
and enhanced over time.  The extension of Neywash Street will protect and 
enhance a viewscape of Lake Couchiching. 

 
• The existing sanitary sewage pump station at the Laclie Street/Neywash Street 

intersection is approximately fifty years old and requires frequent emergency 
maintenance.  It has only one pump.  When that pump fails, there is no backup 
pump to maintain flow.  The Neywash Street project provides an opportunity to 
address the deficiencies of the pump station.  
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PHASE 2 – OPTIONS 
 
Three options have been identified as outlined below: 
 
Option 1 Distinguishing Features 
 

• Three lanes at the Laclie Street intersection, (one through lane in each direction 
plus a right hand turn lane) and two lanes for the remainder of the length. 

• The right hand turn lane allows delays to that movement to be kept in the 10 to 
15 second range during major events such as Canada Day with the design year 
2034 traffic volumes; however, delays for the through movement would be in the 
25 to 35 second range. 

• To accommodate the three lanes at the Laclie Street intersection without 
encroaching over the shallow storm sewer in the north boulevard, there would be 
a more pronounced deflection in the south curbline of Neywash Street than 
already exists; there would also be a misalignment of approximately 2 metres 
from the painted centerline on Neywash Street west of Laclie Street and the one 
on Neywash Street east of Laclie Street. 

 
Option 2 Distinguishing Features 
 

• One through lane in each direction with no turn lanes at the intersections. 
• The right hand turn movement and the through movement for vehicles on 

Neywash Street at Laclie Street would have delays in the range of 25 to 35 
seconds during major events with year 2034 traffic volumes. 

 
Option 1 and 2 Common Features 
 
The following items would apply to both Option 1 and 2: 
 

• Neywash Street would have a curve in the road so it intersects Centennial Drive 
at an angle of 90° and avoids an underground stormwater quality control 
structure. 

 
• To avoid conflicts between the Neywash Street/roadway #1 intersection and the 

Neywash Street/Centennial Drive intersection, roadway #1 would be realigned so 
it meets Neywash Street approximately 30m west of Centennial Drive 
 

• To accommodate the extension of roadway #2 to roadway#1, 31 trees ranging in 
size from 75mm diameter to 400mm diameter would have to be removed. 
 

Continued on next sheet 
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Option 1 and 2 Common Features – Continued  
 

• Parallel parking on the sides of roadway #2 has not been observed.  Parallel 
parking would not be permitted on roadway #2 from Tecumseth Street to 20m 
south of Neywash Street.   
 

• A total of approximately 15 vehicle/boat trailer parallel parking spaces would be 
removed including those on: 

• The west side of Centennial Drive from 30m north of to 20m south of the 
Neywash Street intersection 

• The portion of roadway #1 which would be closed. 
 

• Both roadway #1 and #2 would remain with gravel surfaces as the final location 
of Centennial Drive is not known at this time. 

 
• The existing sidewalk on the south side of Neywash Street would be extended to 

Centennial Drive.  A trail would be extended into Centennial Park to link the 
sidewalk to the existing trail. 

 
• There are five angled parking spaces on the City boulevard immediately south of 

the Royal Oak Restaurant.  Parking is not permitted on boulevards in the City.   
With traffic growth there would be an increased potential for conflicts between 
vehicles backing out of the five parking spaces and through vehicles.  Those five 
spaces would be removed and replaced with a grass surface. 
 

• The “Downtown Tomorrow – Linking Orillia’s Core to the Water” report identified 
that the CN trunk sanitary sewer should be relocated.  While Neywash Street is 
being reconstructed, a new trunk sewer would be installed between the existing 
trunk sewer and Laclie Street.  This would be the first phase of the relocation of 
the trunk sewer to Front Street 

 
• There is insufficient property at the existing pump station location to build a new 

pump station that meets today’s standards.  The options include a new pump 
station on City-owned property in the parking lot on the south side of Neywash 
Street.  That will result in the loss of five parking spaces. 
 

• Test pits were excavated in the project area; soils that have metals and 
chemicals that exceed provincial standards were found; further testing would be 
required to delineate the extent of the soil that exceeds the standards. 
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Option 3 
 
This is the “Do Nothing” option: 
 

- It involves not extending Neywash Street to Centennial Drive and not replacing 
the sanitary sewage pump station. 

- This option has the following disadvantages: 
• It would not extend a street that is critical to connecting Lake Couchiching 

to the City. 
• It would not protect and enhance a viewscape of Lake Couchiching. 
• It would result in continuing emergency maintenance of the pump station. 
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IDENTIFICATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF EACH OPTION 
 
A common dot size approach has been selected to illustrate the associated positive and 
negative impacts of each option.  The following symbols have been utilized for 
representation of these impacts: 
 
          Small Positive Impact            Small Negative Impact 
          Moderate Positive Impact            Moderate Negative Impact 
          Greater Positive Impact            Greater Negative Impact 
N       Neutral/No known Impact  
  
 
Inventory Evaluation 
 
Criteria: Option  1 Option  2 Option  

3 
1. Traffic Operation and Level of 

Service 
  N 

2. Parking – Commercial Parking   N 
3. Parking – Vehicle and Boat Trailers   N 
4. Lake Couchiching - Fisheries and 

Aquatic Resources 
  N 

5. Vegetation   N 
6. Municipal Servicing – Pump Station    
7. Municipal Servicing – CN Trunk 

Sanitary Sewer 
   

8. Utility Impacts   N 
9. Costs  $1,750,000* $1,700,000* $ 0 
 
 
* Costs include $615,000 for replacement of the sanitary sewer pump station and a 
contingency amount of $400,000 to remove soils that exceed provincial standards for 
metal and chemical parameters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8 
 

WHAT’S NEXT? 
 

• Review the comments received. 
• Selection of the preferred option considering the input of the public and review 

agencies. 
• Publish Notice of Completion that advises the public and review agencies of a 30 

day period for additional input. 
 

Thank you for attending 
 

Please feel free to ask questions and fill out a comment sheet before leaving. 
 

Comments may also be submitted 
 

By mail: 
 

City of Orillia 
Attn:  Stan Martinello, P. Eng.  
Public Works – Engineering 

50 Andrew Street South, Suite 300 
Orillia, ON  L3V 7T5 

 
Or by email: 

 
smartinello@orillia.ca 

 
COMMENTS WILL BE RECEIVED THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2014 

 
 
 

Freedom of Information 
 

Comments and information regarding this study are being collected to assist the City of 
Orillia in meeting the requirements of the Provincial Environmental Assessment Act.  
This material will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation.  All comments and written communication will become part of the 
public record. 

 
 

mailto:smartinello@orillia.ca
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