
 
 
 
 

A Century of Memories 
 

Panel 1 
Completed in 1895, the original Opera House was designed by the 
Toronto architectural firm of Gordon and Helliwell. It was only 20 
years old when fire broke out in July of 1915, destroying most of the 
building. 
 
Photo Credit: OMAH Collection 

Panel 2 
Blueprints of the new Opera House from 1917. The Opera House 
housed City Hall as well as a large theatre. It opened on March 1, 
1917, with the English pantomime, “Aladdin and His Wonderful 
Lamp.” Reserved seating was available for $0.60, $0.70, and $1.00.  
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Panel 3 
Images of the streetscape between 1897 and 1925.   
1. The Opera House (circa 1923) with its notable iron fire escapes.  
2. Hustle and bustle of the Farmers’ Market in 1897.   
3. The Carnegie Library, with the original Opera House in the 

background. Opened in 1911, Orillia’s library was the first to 
hire a professional librarian outside of Toronto.  

4. The building on the left was the first town hall and lock-up 
(circa 1874). The other is the electrical station (circa 1901). 

5. The City Flour Mills was owned by Mr. D.C. Thompson and 
could turn out 100 barrels a day of flour and feed.  

6. The Canadian Underwriters Association 1921 Insurance Plan of 
the Town of Orillia. 
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Panel 4 

Over the years, the Opera House has demonstrated its versatility and 
importance as a political, social and community hub. 
1. Queen Victoria celebration from the early 1900s. 
2. Flag raisings, tree lightings and parades occur regularly on the 

grounds. Pictured here is the Orillia Citizens Band circa 1910. 
3. Entertainment has always been a part of the Opera House 

repertoire. Pictured here are the Dumbells, led by Orillian 
Merton Plunkett.  

4. In 1917, the police station and jail cells were added to the 
basement of the Opera House. 

5. A ticket to the movie, “The Princess and the Pirate.” 
6. The large auditorium was used as a movie theatre for nearly 

40 years between 1920 and 1958.  
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Panel 5 
To this day, the Opera House is the largest theatre of its kind north 
of Toronto. Backstage there are over a century of artists’ names 
written on the exposed brick. In 2017 the City of Orillia marks its 
150th birthday alongside the nation. 
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Panel 6 
More than a political hub, the Opera House has been bringing the 
best in local, national and international talent to its stages for more 
than 100 years. A source of pride for Orillia, its future looks bright as 
it continues to bring the community together to create another 
century of memories.  
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