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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)  

Samuel de Champlain Monument 

Who owns the Champlain Monument? 

Ownership and maintenance of the monument, together with the area of land 10 feet 
all around upon which it sits, was transferred to the Department of Northern Affairs 
and National Resources in 1955. 

What happened to the Samuel de Champlain Monument? 

In 2015, Parks Canada conducted a full condition assessment on the piece as a result 
of growing concerns associated with the steps and plinth. The Monument was 
removed, as a result, for reconditioning and restoration. 

When is the Samuel de Champlain Monument coming back? 

Parks Canada has informed the City that the restoration project has been put on hold 
and they will not be proceeding with the reinstallation of the Monument until further 
consultation can occur regarding an appropriate path forward. 

Where is the Samuel de Champlain Monument now? 

The Monument is currently being stored off-site by Parks Canada. 

Didn't Parks Canada fix the Monument? 

The bronze sculptures have been restored and are being stored offsite. A new 
foundation and staircase have been poured. The site will remain fenced until Parks 
Canada hears back from the Working Group and can make a decision on an 
appropriate path forward for the Monument that is respectful of both Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous perspectives.  

Why did the Monument undergo restoration if Parks Canada was not sure of 
what to do with it? 

Since the restoration began in 2017, Parks Canada and the City of Orillia have 
received a rise in inquiries and media attention regarding the Monument. Concerns 
over the Monument’s representation of Indigenous peoples were voiced by members 
of the public and Indigenous communities. At the same time, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission completed its mandate, publishing 94 "calls to action" 
(or recommendations) to further reconciliation between Canadians and Indigenous 
peoples. In it was a commitment from the federal government to a renewed nation-to-
nation relationship with Indigenous peoples based on recognition of rights, respect, 
co-operation and partnership (from the Government of Canada website). 

http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1450124405592/1529106060525
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Parks Canada therefore decided to place the project on hold and not proceed with the 
reinstallation of the Monument itself until further consultation can occur. 

Why was the Working Group formed? 

At its meeting held on July 19, 2018, Council received a letter from Parks Canada 
asking that the two organizations establish a joint Working Group with key partners 
and stakeholders to pursue consultations and to develop a plan for the Monument and 
surrounding park lands that presents a balanced and respectful representation of both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous perspectives.   

Who is on the Working Group?  

The Samuel de Champlain Monument Working Group consists of representatives from 
the following groups: Parks Canada; City of Orillia; Chippewas of Rama First Nation; 
Huron-Wendat Nation; Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario; citizens at large. 

Can anybody join the Working Group? 

The Working Group has already been established. A call for Citizens-at-Large was 
done in September 2018 and two positions were filled.  

What is the Working Group's mandate? 

Download the Samuel de Champlain Working Group's Terms of Reference. 

When will there be a decision on what will happen to the Monument?  

Parks Canada has asked the Working Group to report back with its recommendations 
by the Summer of 2019. The Working Group is developing a public consultation 
strategy for February, March, and April 2019. 

How will the information from the consultations be used?  

Results will be used to guide the deliberations of the Working Group. 

How will results be fed back to the public?  

Information and updates will be made available through the City of Orillia’s website at 
www.orillia/champlain. 
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What decisions will be influenced? 

The decisions regarding the future of the Monument will be guided by the results of 
the final report. 

Who will make these decisions? 

As custodians of the Champlain Monument, Parks Canada will have the final say on a 
path forward for the Monument. However, this decision will be guided by the 
information gathered through the public consultation process and the final 
recommendations of the Working Group. 

How will all views be balanced against each other? 

The Working Group will strive to provide as much information as possible with regard 
to the Monument’s conception and the history surrounding its subject matter from both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous perspectives. By utilizing this key information to 
create a Discussion Paper, the consultation process can be based upon this 
combined knowledge. 

Can’t you just put a sign next to it? 

One of the many resolutions to be studied by the Working Group.  

Does the Monument have to be put back up in Orillia?  

One of the many resolutions to be studied by the Working Group. 

Why is the site not being mowed? Can’t Parks Staff just clean it up?  

Due to the restoration, the site is under the jurisdiction of a third party and cannot be 
accessed by City staff. Parks Canada and City staff are working on a resolution for 
Spring 2019.  

Monumental Facts 

• Champlain measures 12ft tall 
• Champlain is dressed for court, with cloak, long boots, spurs, plumed hat and 

sword 
• The plinth is of Benedict Stone, cast in situ, from Montreal and weighed 45 tons 
• The entire Monument weighed over 100 tons 
• The tomahawk is an exact replica of the one in the British Museum 
• The piece was budgeted at $20,000 but the delay added $14,000 to the project, 

primarily due to inflation of the price of bronze 
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Additional Resources 

• Audio Clip: Residential school survivors' stories motivated people to make 
Canada better, says Murray Sinclair | CBC Radio 

• Stevenson, M. (2017). ’Free from all possibility of historical error’ : Orillia’s 
Champlain Monument, French-English Relations, and Indigenous 
(Mis)Representations in Commemorative Sculpture. Ontario History, 109(2), 
213–237. https://doi.org/10.7202/1041285ar 

• Souvenir Booklet of the Champlain Monument at Orillia, Updated, Folder 
Champlain Monument, File Orilliana, Orillia Public Library. 

• http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf 
• https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1450124405592/1529106060525  

 

http://cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-december-4-2018-1.4930506/residential-school-survivors-stories-motivated-people-to-make-canada-better-says-murray-sinclair-1.4931409
http://cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-december-4-2018-1.4930506/residential-school-survivors-stories-motivated-people-to-make-canada-better-says-murray-sinclair-1.4931409
https://doi.org/10.7202/1041285ar
https://icreate8.esolutionsgroup.ca/11140302_Orillia/en/visiting/resources/1925-Champlain-Monument-Unveiling.pdf
http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1450124405592/1529106060525

